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Mediterranean and Waterloo Campaigns: 

It is often forgotten that Britain’s struggle against Napoleon ranged across the continents, and the extensive operations 
of the Royal Navy and the British Army in the Mediterranean was a key battleground in this prolonged war of 
attrition. Even when Napoleon considered himself the master of Europe, he was unable to control the Mediterranean. 
Lieutenant John Hildebrand arrived in the Mediterranean as part of the garrison of Malta in 1810. He was then 
involved in the defense of the island of Sicily; the campaign to capture the Ionian Islands; the siege of Ragusa, and the 
Occupation of Corfu. With the war ending in 1814, John and his regiment returned home, only to be sent to Belgium 
when Napoleon escaped from Elba in 1815. The regiment was not involved at Waterloo, but was at Hal which guarded 
Wellington’s flank during the battle. He then marched to Paris with the army.These lively and entertaining memoirs, 
edited and annotated by renowned historian Gareth Glover, are certain to find a wide readership amongst Napoleonic 
enthusiasts, providing an intriguing counterpoint to Wellington’s operations in the Iberian Peninsula. ‘In a few minutes 
we perceived two fully armed boats – with stout rowers – dart from it, with all the energy and alacrity of making a 
certain capture. I was dismayed at the scrape I had got into, and could not see a possibility of escape.'Lieutenant 
Hildebrand at the Capture of the Ionian Islands

"These lively and entertaining memoirs provide an intriguing counterpoint to Wellington’s better-known operations in 
the Iberian Peninsula" (Julian Stockwin, historical fiction author)"Essential reading for military historians and 
collectors of Napoleonic War era artefacts and militaria" (The Armourer Incorporating Classic Arms Militaria)About 
the AuthorGareth Glover a former Royal Navy Officer who lives in Cardiff. He has studied the Napoleonic wars for 
30 years and gained a reputation as the foremost authority on British archive material. He has brought more than 20 
previously unpublished Napoleonic memoirs into the public domain. 


