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Sam Willis: Fighting at Sea in the Eighteenth Century: The Art of Sailing Warfare before purchasing it in order
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Fighting at Seain the Eighteenth Century: The Art
of Sailing Warfare:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Birthday GiftBy Kathleen HensmanThis was a birthday gift for my


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1843833670

brother. He said, the writing illustrations are outstanding.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. If you are
interested in British Naval History...Fighting At Seain the Eighteen Century isamust read! By jeffersonl highly
recommend 'Fighting At Seain the Eighteenth Century: The Art of Sailing Warfare'.Sam Willis explains the problems
facing Commanders at Seain the Age of Sail.He discussesin great detail Station Keeping, Communications,
Command, The Weather Gage, Fleet Tactics, Fighting Tactics, Chase an Escape: Speed, Performance and Tactics.This
book would be awelcomed addition not only for those interested in military science, but for those that enjoy the
popular 'Fighting Sail' novels.-Captain Jefferson Clarkel of 4 people found the following review helpful. FIGHTING
AT SEA ...By George Schryver Steele Jr.iF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN FIGHTING AT SEA IN THE AGE OF
SAIL THISISTTHEBOOK FOR YOU. aLITTLE VERBOSBUT HAS TONS OF GOOD INFO.

Our understanding of warfare at seain the eighteenth century has always been divorced from the practical realities of
fighting at sea under sail; our knowledge of tacticsislargely based upon the ideas of contemporary theorists [rather
than practitioners] who knew little of the realities of sailing warfare, and our knowledge of command is similarly
flawed. In this book the author presents new evidence from contemporary sources that overturns many old
assumptions and introduces a host of new ideas. In a series of thematic chapters, following the rough chronology of a
seafight from initial contact to damage repair, the author offers a dramatic interpretation of fighting at seain the
eighteenth century, and explains in greater depth than ever before how and why sea battles (including Trafalgar) were
won and lost in the great Age of Sail. He explainsin detail how two ships or fleets identified each other to be enemies;
how and why they manoeuvred for battle; how a commander communicated hisideas, and how and why his
subordinates acted in the way that they did.

A very valuable addition to the extensive literature on naval warfare in the age of sail, looking at a neglected topic.
The events of individual battles have been extensively discussed, as have the technical aspects of ship construction,
but this book fillsthe crucial gap between those two, and greatly expands our knowledge of the practicalities of naval
warfare in this period. --Historyof War.orgls sure to become the standard reference on naval tactics in the Napoleonic
era[and] is enthusiastically recommended to anyone with even a passing interest in this aspect of naval history. --
International Journal of Maritime HistoryA detailed historical study based on extensive research.When it comes to
discussing shiphandling Willis is peerless. Not a page is wasted and virtually everything he writes is fascinating and
provocative. Thisisindeed awonderful book. Anyone interested in warships should have it on his or her bookshelf for
frequent consultation. --Northern MarinerAbout the AuthorSAM WILLIS has lectured at Bristol University and at the
National Maritime Museum in Greenwich. He is also the author of Fighting Ships, 1750-1850(Quercus).



