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Paul T. Gillcrist : Feet Wet: Reflections of a Carrier Pilot (Schiffer Military History)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Feet Wet: Reflections of a Carrier Pilot 
(Schiffer Military History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting bookBy Edwin SomervilleThe book is well written 
with no clear intentions other than to provide a good insight in the days of the transformation to a jet powered navy. 
The writing style is simple meaning no use of unnecessary words was used to tell readers what he wants to tell. It was 
very enjoyable to read this mainly because the things you need to know are properly explained. You hardly need to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0764302841


know any USN lingo to understand the book. Certainly it helps if you can visualize certain parts of the story.A big 
plus is also the various funny scenes explained such as when a very gifted and talented flight leader mistakenly landed 
aboard another carrier and the treatment he got from the rival squadron stationed on that carrier.I don't award it five 
stars as I missed some pictures to liven up things a bit and to make it just that little bit more easy to understand what 
he means. I immensely enjoyed reading this book and plan to purchase more books written by Rear admiral Gillcrist 
(ret).0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Must Read for Flying, Naval, or Carrier EnthusiastsBy Cat 
CaptainAfter reading this book, I was hooked on reading more about Navy carrier ships and Naval aviation. Paul T. 
Gillcrist is an excellent writer, easily explaining Naval vernacular as he shares his experiences over many years of 
flying. This is an excellent autobiography and highly recommended for anyone who loves stories of adventure, 
whether true or fiction. I will definitely read it again to enjoy the stories and perhaps find interesting things I missed on 
the first read.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Highly readable, entertaining account!By Carl 
NelsonRear Admiral Paul Gillcrist, USN (Retired), gives an account of his 33-year Navy career from training in a 
radial engined SNJ to combat in Vietnam to his final carrier trap in a supersonic F-14A Tomcat. The book is presented 
in an anectodal form, like an old salt spinning his yarns for a fascinated audience.Gillcrist's memoir has several high 
points. One of the most interesting parts of the book is how the Navy transitioned from a propeller-driven fleet to a jet-
plane, supersonic navy. He gives a good layman's discussion of the three important advances required for jet carrier 
aviation: the angled carrier deck, the powerful steam catapult, and the optical landing system (aka "the meatball" or 
"the ball").His accounts of two ejections (one of which left him in recovery for sixteen months) are harrowing. Some 
stories are laugh-out-loud funny, like the one about a pilot landing on the wrong carrier and his grace and humor 
dealing with the inevitable ribbing. It's easy to devour this book, and wish you had a story of your own that was half as 
good as only one of Gillcrist's!What impresses me most is Gillcrist's complete lack of egotism. It's hard to write one's 
memoirs and not come across as at least a little self-promoting, but he pulls it off in grand style. Gillcrist is humble, 
and loves naval aviation enough to make it the star of the book. His account of his last trap on a carrier is Gillcrist at 
his most humble; it's a sad goodbye indeed.The biggest fault of the book is its episodic format. That format worked 
wonderfully in Gillcrist's book "Tomcat! The Grumman F-14 Story," which was heavy on the pictures but the text was 
effective and authoritative as well. In "Feet Wet" the stories don't have the narrow-subject connection that "Tomcat!" 
does so it feels disjointed and jumpy at times; mere vignettes instead of threads in a grand story. It's easy to get the 
feeling that these are stories that Gillcrist would tell you over a few beers--you'd love the stories but not have too much 
of an idea about the man or the hows and whys of his profession.But then again, how many times do you get to have a 
few beers with a man who's "been there, done that" like Admiral Gillcrist?

Paul Gillcrist was a navy carrier pilot for almost thirty years, from the early days, of flying propeller planes from 
straight deck carriers, to the days of high-tech, lethal ""teen"" jets and supercarriers. In his remarkable career - from 
""nugget"", to comp

From Library JournalAdmiral Gillcrist's 33-year career parallels the development of postwar naval aviation and its 
revolutionary use of jets aboard aircraft carriers. His memoirs are filled with flying stories (his own adventures and 
those of his shipmates) of hairsbreath escapes and occasional tragedies, all proving something we already knew; this is 
dangerous work. There is also history on postwar carrier developments in general, and on how naval aviation adapted 
to the challenge of the Vietnam War. While some subject background would aid the reader in understanding this 
capably and enthusiastically written history, it is still a remarkable window into the high-pressure world of the carrier 
pilot. For those closer to the field, the account rings with absolute authenticity.- Mel D. Lane, Sacramento, 
Cal.Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


