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Robert R. Alvarez : Familia: Migration and Adaptation in Baja and Alta California, 1800-1975  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Familia: Migration and 
Adaptation in Baja and Alta California, 1800-1975: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Helen OfieldThis is a classic study of the U.S.-Mexico 
border region.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Vital Part of the Border HistoryBy 
TheMonstaUnfortunately no matter where you live, you only get to hear one side of history. This book helps you 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520073894


understand the Mexican side of the border land history.

Anthropologists, historians, and sociologists will find here a striking challenge to accepted explanations of the 
northward movement of migrants from Mexico into the United States. Alvarez investigates the life histories of pioneer 
migrants and their offspring, finding a human dimension to migration which centers on the family. Spanish, American, 
and English exploits paved the way for exchange between Baja and Alta California. Alvarez shows how cultural 
stability actually increased as migrants settled in new locations, bringing their common values and memories with 
them.

"Producing a work that is both an anthropological case study and a narrative micro or regional history, the author has 
used new and unique primary sources to fashion a scholarly work that transcends the mundane boundaries of the 
academic disciplines."--David W. Walker, "Hispanic American Historical About the AuthorRobert R. Alvarez, Jr. is 
Associate Professor of Anthropology at Arizona State University. 


