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Edwin Adams Davis: Fallen Guidon: The Saga of Confederate General Jo Shelby'sMarch to Mexico before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Fallen Guidon: The Saga of
Confederate General Jo Shelby's March to Mexico:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Barbara A. CoggswellExcellent book. It was a gift for


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0890966842

my husband and he read it in one sitting and loved it14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. Honor By
Deeds: A Confederate ViewBy Dr. Victor S. AlpherGeneral Jo Shelby's Final Review isre-enacted yearly in
Chatfield, asmall town near Corsicana, about 45 miles southeast of Dallas, Texas, in April. Shelby was the
commander of the Missouri Cavalry Division in what was known as the Trans-Mississippi Theater of the American
Civil War. His men distinguished themselves, often outnumbered, in battle after battle with the invading

Y ankees.What is not well-known is that General Shelby did not surrender his forces to swear allegiance to the United
States. Rather, he asked, "who will go with meto Mexico?' and led his men south of the Rio Grande, to uncertain
futures in a post-Confederate world. These non-political soldiers were weary of the years of deprivation in the Lost
Cause. This book chronicles some of their adventures, first told to the author as part of oral familial history of the Iron
Brigade. The author met several people in Mexico City in the 1940s who claimed to have witnessed the Last
Review.Those who fought under "Old Jo" intended to maintain their sacred honor and "hatred of oppression™ brought
about by the invasion of the Southern states by what they felt was a mercenary army--and strangulation through
blockade by an distained navy that deprived their countrymen, women, and children of basic necessities of life.Thisis
very interesting reading to any student of the American Civil War. General Shelby and his men finally found
themselves caught in a political situation--the desire of Mexico to maintain peace with the United States after avictory
over the French--commemorated yearly in the festivals of Cinco de Mayo (recalling May 5, 1862) across the
southwestern U.S. Their services refused, Shelby's last review was held in Mexico City, the Rebel Yéll last heard
amongst the ghosts of the Conquistadores, the Cavalry Guidon lowered, the battle flag having been buried somewhere
on the border.These last Confederates dispersed, many going to colonies of expatriatesin foreign lands, from Brazil to
China. Many could not reconcile to live under the domination of what they considered a foreign occupation, politely
called Reconstruction.A classic belonging in the library of any Civil War enthusiast.

Although Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House in April, 1865, some Confederates refused to abandon their
cause. Fallen Guidon, originally published in 1962 by Jack Rittenhouse's Stagecoach Pressin 1962, is the gripping
story of one such group of men who, rather than surrender, boldly decided to follow their cavalry flag or guidon south
and transplant their imperialistic vision in the troubled soil of Mexico. This little-remembered episode of the Trans-
Mississippi Civil War was written as a popular history by the late Edwin Adams Davis, a respected scholar of southern
and Civil War history.General Jo Shelby had led the Missouri Cavalry Division through battles at Westport, Mine
Creek, Newtonia, and elsewhere. Shelby's men were all recruits rather than draftees, fiercely loyal, and they followed
the code of chivalry to a degree unusual even in the old South. While preparing to march against the Federals at Little
Rock, they heard of Lee's surrender. In ameeting at Marshall, Texas, Shelby announced, "We will stand together, we
will keep our organization, our arms, our discipline, our hatred of oppression . . . that this Missouri Cavalry Division
preferred exile to submission—death to dishonor.” Having heard that the U.S. government wanted the Habsburg
emperor Maximilian out of Mexico and that Lincoln liked the idea of ex-Confederates joining forces with Benito
Juarez to oust Maximilian and his French military forces, Shelby formed his plan. Shelby believed he had found away
to save their honor and at the same time spread their lost southern empire to a new land, where riches and glory surely
awaited them.Shelby and his men marched through Texas, stopping in Corsicana, Tyler, Waxahachie, Waco, Austin,
Houston, and San Antonio, declaring martial law and forcibly quelling local outbreaks of looting and rioting where
they found it. At the Rio Grande, in afunereal memorial, they buried their Confederate battle flag in the murky waters
before heading into Mexico. Shelby's men did not want to support Benito Juarez's liberal guerrillas, however.
Identifying themselves as "imperialists," they wanted to fight gloriously for Emperor Maximilian. In pitched battles
against the local Juaristas and isolated guerrillas and bandits, they spilled blood from Piedras Negras to Mexico City
and even undertook the chivalrous and bloody rescue of awoman imprisoned in a hacienda. Once in Mexico City,
Shelby's"Iron Brigade" discovered its march to have been futile, and in a bittersweet final review, Shelby said good-
bye.

From the Back CoverAlthough Robert E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox Court House in April, 1865, some
Confederates refused to abandon their cause. Fallen Guidon, originally published in 1962 by Jack Rittenhouse's
Stagecoach Press, describes the adventures of a Confederate brigade that, rather than surrender, decided to transplant
its vision of a Southern Empire in the troubled soil of Mexico. This popularly written history, based on archival
sources and the reminiscences of Shelby's adjutant, brings vividly to life alittle-remembered episode of the Civil War
period and of American incursionsin Mexico. General Jo Shelby had led the fiercely loyal and intensely chivalrous
Missouri Cavalry Division through numerous battles in the Trans-Mississippi theater. At war's end he heard that the
U.S. government supported the idea of ex-Confederates helping to oust European emperor Maximilian from Mexico.
Deciding that his troops could save their honor and perhaps enrich themselves by coming to Mexico's aid, Shelby
invited the men to participate in the adventure. But the former Rebels did not want to fight alongside Mexican
guerrillas. Fallen Guidon traces the Iron Brigade's transformation into "imperialists’, the trail of blood they spilled
from Piedras Negras to Mexico City, and the final futility of their cause, as Maximilian declined the mercenaries



services.About the AuthorEDWIN ADAMS DAVIS, anative of Missouri and the descendant of one of Shelby's men,
was for many years a professor of history at Louisiana State University.



