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From Brand: BnH Publishing Group : Faith in God and Generals: An Anthology of Faith, Hope, and Love in 
the American Civil War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised Faith in God and Generals: An Anthology of Faith, Hope, and Love in the American Civil War: 

19 of 19 people found the following review helpful. excellent addition to any historical, biographical libraryBy A 
CustomerHaving read many Civil War histories and biographies, I was surprised to find much information I had never 
seen before on prominent, as well as lesser known characters from that period, particularly as it pertained to their 
spiritual lives. That issue is sometimes briefly touched upon, but never in such depth and personal details, many of 
which come from their own hand, including letters, diaries, etc. It also gives a lot of attention to what the women of 
the time were thinking, saying, and writing - something usually missing from most military biographies. It is very 
poignant to read the accounts from godly men on both sides of the conflict who at first believed that God was behind 
their cause, and then when victory was not as quick and certain as predicted, began to have doubts, and finally to 
conclude that ultimately, God was working through the conflict to bring about His own sovereign purpose which was 
far and above any human goal. Those who gave this book a negative review reveal their own bias and the reason why 
most authors leave this type of information out of their books. They view it as being insignificant to themselves, and 
therefore fail to understand the impact it has had throughout history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
is this related to the movies? YESBy J Book...Christianity played a huge roll in the Civil War or the War of Northern 
Aggression..... the movies showed a bit of it... but this book demonstrates some good "reporting" of the facts it seems. 
The book relates the war and how both sides played the "God card"... so sincerely and with great belief. I am going to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0805427287


buy another one of these books and give it to my son for Christmas...as he's fighting over-seas as we speak. I am sure 
he will benifit from reading this. I wish to thank the authors, the seller/s and for exposing me to this fine material.0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Great movie!By Jane ManleyYes it met my expectations 
completely!Great movie!

Ron Maxwell, producer of the acclaimed movie Gettysburg and director of Gods Generals, has encouraged the 
creation of this anthology that captures and explores one of the major themes of Gods Generals—devout, godly men 
and women on both sides of the Civil War fervently believed that their cause was not only just but that they enjoyed 
God's favor. In addition to several articles contributed by Ron Maxwell and commentary from various Civil War 
experts, the book is comprised of a montage of letters, diary entries, articles, and observations from the people who 
participated in the conflict.

From Publishers WeeklyThe religious dimension of the Civil War gets ungainly treatment in this companion volume 
(a "must-read for anyone who sees the film," notes director Maxwell) to the Civil War epic Gods and Generals. The 
contributors, mostly Christian academics and media figures, draw on letters, speeches, prayers and military orders to 
evoke faith's importance to preachers, politicians, soldiers, slaves and wives during an era steeped in religious feeling 
and imagery. Organized around profiles of major and minor Civil War figures selected for their piety and their 
prominence in the film, this illustrated volume tilts in the direction of the generally more devout Confederates. While 
substantial essays are devoted to Lincoln and to Union poster-boy Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain, the text is weighted 
toward hagiographies of Southern generals, including the "humble, forgiving" Robert E. Lee and the deeply religious 
Stonewall Jackson, an "extraordinary man" who "walked among us 130 years ago." And although Confederate efforts 
to stamp out prostitution, profanity and card playing in army camps are applauded, the Christian piety of slave-owners 
like Jackson is accepted without much reflection. The lengthy excerpts from Civil War-era writings convey the 
religiosity of period rhetoric, but the book's reverential tone and lack of historical nuance makes it feel rather like a 
Sunday School lecture. Color and bw photos. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistWhat 
with a foreword by Ron Maxwell, director of the new movie Gods and Generals, it is easy to grasp that this book is a 
companion to the film, and doubtless seeing the movie and reading Jeff Shaara's novel Gods and Generals (1996) will 
enrich appreciation of editors Baehr and Wales' compilation. Still, the copiously illustrated book is independently 
useful as attestation of the importance of religion in the life of the general society that fought the Civil War and in the 
lives of many figures prominent in it. Stonewall Jackson is the predominant figure here, because of the novel and film 
but also because his faith had a burning intensity that daunted even some of his contemporaries. Robert E. Lee, who 
worshiped duty as much as anything else, is also prominent, as is Abraham Lincoln, a self-construed nonsectarian 
Christian. Less inevitable figures include William Rosecrans, whose reputation may suffer now as it did then from his 
devout Catholicism, and George McClellan, who isn't usually considered to have worshiped anything other than 
himself. Roland GreenCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved 


