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Edward M. Young : F6F Hellcat Aces of VF-9 (Aircraft of the Aces)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised F6F Hellcat Aces of VF-9 (Aircraft of the Aces): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. LOVE THIS BOOK!!!By MikeI would recommend this book to 
anyone who loves naval aviation history. As the grandson of one of the ace pilots of VF-9 it was great reading about 
my grandfather’s experiences and battles that he fought in North Africa and in the Pacific. After conducting many 
years of research on my grandfather I thought I had learned just about everything about him but I was wrong. This 
book has brought me new insight into his career in the Navy and I’m glad that someone finally wrote a book about 
Fighting Squadron Nine. This is a must read!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy John 
OsbornGood book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I think it is of great interest to those of us with a 
personal connectionBy good buyMy uncle is mentioned in the book so of course I was excited to read it. I think it is of 
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great interest to those of us with a personal connection. Less so for those without that connection.

After Pearl Harbor, the US Navy's VF-9 carrier fighter group formed, seeing action in North Africa, The Marshalls, 
Kwajelein, Truk, the Marianas Turkey Shoot and on to Tokyo and Okinawa.VF-9 was activated in March 1942 as part 
of Carrier Air Group (CAG) 9, one of the many air groups the US Navy was hurriedly forming in the aftermath of the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Equipped with Grumman F4F Wildcats, VF-9 first saw combat during the Allied 
invasion of North Africa in November 1942, where the squadron engaged Vichy French fighters over Morocco. 
Returning to the United States, VF-9 became one of the first squadrons to receive the Grumman F6F Hellcat and to 
deploy on the USS Essex, the first of its class of fleet carriers that would form the backbone of the US Navy's Fast 
Carrier Task Force. VF-9, the Hellcat, and the Essex all entered combat in the fall of 1943. In the hands of the 
squadron's pilots, and with other Navy fighter squadrons, the Hellcat proved superior to the Imperial Japanese Navy's 
A6M Zero, which had heretofore been the world's premier carrier fighter plane. During its second combat tour, 
beginning in August 1943, VF-9 participated in the initial stages of the US Navy's successful island-hopping campaign 
across the Pacific. Flying strikes against Marcus Island, Wake Island, Rabaul, the invasions of Tarawa and Kwajalein, 
and the attack on Truk, VF-9 helped prove the Hellcat as a fighter and supported CAG-9 in its relentless attacks on 
Japanese forces, helping to validate the concept of the multi-carrier task force and the new carrier doctrine that led to 
the US Navy's complete defeat of the Imperial Japanese Navy. During its second combat tour VF-9 claimed 120 
Japanese aircraft and produced the first Hellcat ace in Lt(jg) Hamilton McWhorter and nine additional aces. VF-9 
began its third combat tour in February 1945 aboard the USS Lexington, shifting to the USS Yorktown a month later. 
The squadron participated in the February strikes against Tokyo and played a significant role in the Okinawa 
Campaign from March to June 1945. Now equipped with the F6F-5 Hellcat, the squadron claimed 130 Japanese 
aircraft shot down. Ten VF-9 pilots became aces during the campaign, most notably Lt Eugene Valencia, who ended 
the war as the second highest scoring Hellcat ace and tied with Lt Cecil Harris as the US Navy's second highest 
scoring ace overall with 23 victories. Valencia's division became famous as the most successful fighter team in the US 
Navy during World War 2, claiming a combined total of 43 Japanese aircraft. In addition VF-9 had one of the US 
Navy's few nightfighter aces in Lt(jg) John Orth, who flew an F6F-5N Hellcat.

“In this latest book on aces from Osprey, we get a look at the history of VF-9, their conversion to the Hellcat and a 
look at all of the various actions in which the unit was involved during their three combat cruises; two of which were 
with the Hellcat. The book is full of pilot photos and some great stories, the sort of things that make this series so 
popular. Add to it a goodly selection of full color profiles and you have a book that makes for a great read and 
reference. Pick yours up today.” ?Scott Van Aken, www.modelingmadness.com“Highly recommended!” ?Rachel E. 
Veres, www.cybermodeler.com“A flavor of the aircraft, pilots and tactics used in World War II duels over the 
Pacific...a detailed look at one unit, Fighter Squadron Nine (VF-9), that flew Wildcats against the Vichy French in 
North Africa and then, equipped with F6F Hellcats, became a scourge in the Pacific, claiming 250 Japanese aircraft, 
resulting in 20 VF-9 aces.” ?Seapower MagazineAbout the AuthorEdward Young is a retired financial executive with 
degrees in Political Science from Harvard University and the University of Washington. During his career he had 
assignments in London, Tokyo, Hong Kong and Bangkok. He has had a long-standing interest in the war in the 
Pacific, and has written on American fighter units in Burma and the Philippines. He has also co-authored a history of 
the Curtiss-Wright Corporation, as well as several other works on aspects of aviation history. He is the author of 
Meiktila: The Liberation of Burma,Merrill's Marauders,B-24 Liberator Units of the CBI, and B-24 Liberator vs. Ki-43 
Hayabusa all published by Osprey. The author lives in Seattle, WA. 


