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Thomas McKelvey Cleaver : F4F Wildcat and F6F Hellcat Aces of VF-2 (Aircraft of the Aces)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised F4F Wildcat and F6F Hellcat 
Aces of VF-2 (Aircraft of the Aces): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommended!By Karl PopleA terrific review of VF-2, at 
one time known as "The Flying Chiefs"! The author encompasses the entire history of the unit beginning in 1921 and 
ending with VJ Day in 1945. The color profiles (27 of them) are up to Osprey's usual superb standards. They begin 
with the biplane era of the unit in 1921 and roll right up thru the Hellcat in 1945. The combat narratives and interviews 
are enough to make you feel part of the action. Enough fresh information to make this one you'll want to re-read 
several times! If you're into WW2 Naval Aviation, this one's for you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Four StarsBy V. Wynnwhere did they find all that information0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1472805585


Another winner from a remarkable author.By Old HabuFor my money, Tom Cleaver is the top aviation history scribe 
of our time. His painstaking research and interviews with the few of the pilots from the Greatest Generation still with 
us puts this and his other works in a class by themselves. His narrative of the men and machine lives. Highest 
recommendation!

The first VF-2 was a prewar unit that had been dubbed the 'hottest outfit afloat' due to the skill of their non-
commissioned pilots. This first unit only saw combat at the Battle of the Coral Sea, but VF-2 pilots flying Grumman 
F4F Wildcats were able to rack up 17 claims there during the bitter 48-hour period of fighting. The second 'Fighting 
Two' was armed with the new Grumman F6F-3 Hellcat fighter. Arriving in Hawaii in October 1943, the squadron so 
impressed Cdr Edward H 'Butch' O'Hare, the Medal of Honor winning first US Navy ace of World War 2, that he 
requested the squadron replace VF-6 in his Carrier Air Group 6 aboard USS Enterprise. No other US Navy unit 
created as many aces as VF-2, whose pilots went into action over the Carolines, Marianas, Guam, Iwo Jima and the 
Battle of the Philippines Sea. Using exquisite photographs and first-hand accounts from the elite fliers themselves, this 
volume tells the story of the ace pilots who comprised the original VF-2 and the second.
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