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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Every Particular of Jewish Lifein Imperial RussiaBy L. AbrahamAn
excellent, amazing indispensabl e collection of myriad articles covering religious life, family life, health, sexuality,
education, culture, work, discrimination, conscription, revolutionary activity, pogroms and more, with many
eyewitness accounts, notes, and references. A library in asingle volume. Never dry; entertaining, and informative. If
you are a Jew, particularly Ashkenazi, with Polish/Russian heritage and interested in your history, you really want this
book.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. History repeatsBy Michael BeerA must read for anyone
interested what life was like. Unfortunately, we are seeing similarities in the Middle East again.

This book makes accessible—for the first time in English—declassified archival documents from the former Soviet
Union, rabbinic sources, and previously untranslated memoirs, illuminating everyday Jewish life as the site of
interaction and negotiation among and between neighbors, society, and the Russian state, from the beginning of the
nineteenth century to World War 1. Focusing on religion, family, health, sexuality, work, and politics, these documents
provide an intimate portrait of the rich diversity of Jewish life. By personalizing collective experience through
individual life stories—reflecting not only the typical but also the extraordinary—the sources reveal the tensions and
ruptures in a vanished society. An introductory survey of Russian Jewish history from the Polish partitions
(1772-1795) to World War | combines with prefatory remarks, textual annotations, and a bibliography of suggested
readings to provide a new perspective on the history of the Jews of Russia.

“The variety of sources, the novelty of topics, and the rich explanatory notes should make this book useful to both
beginning students and advanced scholars. It is hard to imagine that anything similar will appear in the foreseeable
future. It isessential for any reader interested in Jewish religious life and Jewish life in general in the Czarist
Empire.”—Religious Studies



