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after World War II (Williams-Ford Texas AM University Military History Series): 

Beginning in 1943, US Army leaders such as John M. Palmer, Walter L. Weible, George C. Marshall, and John J. 
McCloy mounted a sustained and vigorous campaign to establish a system of universal military training (UMT) in 
America. Fearful of repeating the rapid demobilization and severe budget cuts that had accompanied peace following 
World War I, these leaders saw UMT as the basis for their postwar plans. As a result, they promoted UMT extensively 
and aggressively. In Every Citizen a Soldier: The Campaign for Universal Military Training after World War II, 
William A. Taylor illustrates how army leaders failed to adapt their strategy to the political realities of the day and 
underscores the delicate balance in American democracy between civilian and military control of strategy. This story 
is vital because of the ultimate outcome of the failure of the UMT initiative: the birth of the Cold War draft.

"This book is very readable, deeply researched, and cogently argued. While many other works largely focus on either 
the post-World War II integration issue, the draft from WWII through Vietnam, or the later advent of the AVF, 
Taylor's concentration on the UMT is most welcome. Taylor should be commended for producing a meaningful, 
timely, and well-crafted history."--William T. Allison, Harold K. Johnson Chair in Military History, US Army War 
College and Professor of History, Georgia Southern University 


