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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Escape from Slavery:
The True Story of My Ten Yearsin Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America:

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. wonderful accountBy KBM Frances Bok lived through what so many
of usdon't even know still exists. Brought up in rural Sudan, his village was raided, most of the adults killed, and most
of the children taken into slavery. Frances was 7 when this happened and forced to live through horror after horror
without any kindness, any love, without any affection.Frances saw adults and children brutally murdered and it was
clear to him that fighting back would cause him to also be one of the casualties.Frances was kept in abarn, given
scraps of food to eat, refused any kindness. Even the children of his captor were horrible to him. What kept Frances
going was the love that had been given to him before captivity and the belief that some of his family may have
survived. Indeed, there is a bittersweet ending to Bok's story.Frances, gratefully and amazingly, does escape and live
to share his memoir. When | read this book last year, | participated on a message board. | tried to share this book with
educated people who adamantly refused to recognize that this story isn't al that unusual. Thisis STILL happening
today. The perpetrators of these crimes are from a culture that devalues those that are different. Slavery, genital
mutilation, abuse to women, honor killings. . . it seems asif, although we hear of these stories on adaily basis, we are
still reluctant to characterize the culture as faulty. And, so it continues.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. A shocking but thoroughly worthwhile read. Jennifer Parks.NZ.By Customer| couldn't put this book
down....an unbeleveable, yet true account of one Sudanese child victim of aregime of total hate and barbarianism, yet
through this unthinkable horror, emerges triumphant.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An important
book to read but it left room for ...By P.C.An important book to read but it left room for improvement. The first
approximately one third of the book was very informative, touching, and an inspiring snapshot of the strength and
power of the human spirit. Not to mention the cruelty man can inflict on hisfellow man. Yes, evil till existsin this
world. The approximately 2/3 of the last portion of the book was alet down, slow moving and extremely repetitive.. |
found myself speed reading just portions of pages and skipping many completely.

Winner of the Books for a Better Life/Suze Orman First Book AwardMay 1986: Seven-year-old Francis Bok was
selling his mother's eggs and peanuts near his village in southern Sudan when Arab raiders on horseback burst into the
quiet marketplace, murdering men and gathering the women and young children into a group. Strapped to horses and
donkeys, Francis and others were taken north into lives of slavery under wealthy Muslim farmers. For ten years,
Francis lived in a shed near the goats and cattle that were his responsibility. After two failed attempts to flee--each
bringing severe beatings and death threats--Francis finally escaped at age seventeen. He persevered through prison and
refugee camps for three more years, winning the attention of United Nations officials who granted passage to
America.Now a student and an antislavery activist, Francis Bok has made it his life mission to combat world slavery.
Hisisthefirst voice to speak to an estimated 27 million people held against their will in nearly every nation, including
our own. Escape from Slavery is at once ariveting adventure, a story of desperation and triumph, and a window
revealing aworld that few have survived to tell.

From Publishers WeeklySeven-year-old Francis Piol Bol Buk was living happily on his family's southern Sudan farm.
One day in 1986, he was sent on errands to the marketplace. There, aslave raid ripped him from his contented life and
threw him into awretched existence serving under a northern Sudanese Arab. After he escaped at age 17, Buk made
his way to Cairo with ablack market passport incorrectly listing his name as Bok and became a U.N. refugee allowed
to settle in the U.S. in 1999. Although he found contentment in lowa among other refugees, the following year Bok
decided to work with an American antislavery organization, and testified before Congress about the atrocitiesin
Sudan. While thisis aremarkable story, its power is conveyed most effectively through Bok's simple retelling. His
sincerity compels, especially when he describes the decade of mistreatment he endured. After two failed escape
attempts, he'stold he'll be killed in the morning, and while bound, he thinks of the morning ahead: "I would be dead
and finally through with this place and this family. My mind preferred death." Y et when his master changes his mind,
Bok immediately starts plotting again. For all his emotional strength, though, Bok remains humble. He thanks God and
everyone who helps him escape slavery. Thisis a powerful, exceptionally well-told story, equally riveting and
heartbreaking. Although legal strides have been made, with the help of people like Bok, the persistence of slavery in
the world makes this awork that can't be ignored. Maps, photos not seen by PW.Copyright 2003 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From BooklistAs a seven-year-old boy growing up in the southern Sudan, Bok was caught upin a
raid on aregional market center when marauders from the north set upon the market, killing the men and kidnapping
the women and children to work as farm slaves. He went from aloving and supportive extended family to the brutality
of slavery in astrange land and culture, dominated by Muslims who considered him a Christian infidel. After enduring
10 years of davery, Bok escaped to freedom in Cairo, where he became a U.N. refugee, eventually making hisway to
the U.S. at the age of 21. Having learned Arabic in Northern Sudan and English in America, Bok, with incredible
determination, became involved in the antislavery movement, speaking around the country while seeking to earn a



high-school degree. Yet it is his smple account of being a child cut off from his family and culture that shows the
inhumanity of slavery. Bok's saga provides another--more contemporary--perspective on slavery for Americans
reckoning with their own troubling history of such inhumanity. Vernon FordCopyright © American Library
Association. All rightsreserved “ A gripping story of terror and triumph.” ?Ebony“ A touching modern-day slave
narrative...an inspirational story meant to heighten support for the antislavery movement of the 21st century, and it
most likely will.” ?Joanne Skerrett, The Boston Globe" Gripping...mindblowing. A-." ?Karyn L. Barr, Entertainment
Weekly“Incredible.” ?Lewis Beale, USA Weekend"[Escape from Slavery] carries the uncalculating ring of truth.”
?San Francisco Chronicle* How will the world respond to Francis Bok's true story? Some will welcome its commercial
profitability and entertainment value. And some will seek to change the world.” ?Anne Grant, Providence

Journal“ Francis Bok istoo young for anyone to predict alife of immortal dimensions. But if his heart-rending and
powerful memoir...has just one-tenth of the impact of [Frederick] Douglass, his name will be remembered by more
than afew.” ?Cary Clack, San Antonio Express-News* Thisis a powerful, exceptionally well-told story, equally
riveting and heartbreaking. Although legal strides have been made, with the help of people like Bok, the persistence of
dlavery in the world makes this awork that can't be ignored.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)"Bok's saga
provides another--more contemporary--perspective on slavery for Americans reckoning with their own troubling
history of such inhumanity.” ?Booklist



