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Molefi Kete Asante : Erasing Racism: The Survival of the American Nation  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Erasing Racism: The Survival of the American Nation: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good ItemBy FreshIt was a good item, and a good decision to buy. I 
recommend this for people who are on a budget.1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. It lumps all "white 
people" into one big group which is pretty dumb if you're trying to establish an understanding between ...By 
CustomerIt doesn't ever take into consideration the experiences of other cultures... It lumps all "white people" into one 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591027659


big group which is pretty dumb if you're trying to establish an understanding between cultural differences.4 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. This is a must read book!By AbdjetuThis is an excellent book. Dr Molefi 
Kete Asante has written a brillliant book on a very complex issue in the American society and the world: race. How 
does one erase racism from one's mind? As Pr Asante writes, only by a better knowledge of its past that America can 
better deal with such a very sensitive and complex problem.The U.S. likes boasting itself of being a great defender of 
democracy and justice but it is incapable of defending that same justice and equality for its citizens of African descent. 
America -and the whole world for that matter- will not be a peaceful place if it doesn't seriously tackle that corny 
issue: racism. Whether one lives in Paris, London, New-York, Madrid, Brussels, Rome, Beijing, Tokyo or Moscow, to 
name but a few, racism is always present. We have to erase it if we want to live peacefully with our fellow human 
beings.This book by Dr Asante is so well written that I more than recommend it to all the people who put humanity 
first.I give it five stars because it more than deserves it!Go get it!

Did the election of Barack Obama to be President of the United States signal real progress in bridging America’s 
longstanding racial divide? In this profound study of systemic racism, Molefi Kete Asante, one of our leading scholars 
of African American history and culture, discusses the greatest source of frustration and anger among African 
Americans in recent decades: what he calls "the wall of ignorance" that attempts to hide the long history of racial 
injustice from public consciousness. This is most evident in each race’s differing perspectives on racial matters. 
Though most whites view racism as a thing of the past, a social problem largely solved by the civil rights movement, 
blacks continue to experience racism in many areas of social life: encounters with the police; the practice of red lining 
in housing; difficulties in getting bank loans, mortgages, and insurance policies; and glaring disparities in health care, 
educational opportunities, unemployment levels, and incarceration rates. Though such problems are not expressions of 
the overt racism of legal segregation and lynch mobs—what most whites probably think of when they hear the word 
"racism"—their negative effect on black Americans is almost as pernicious. Such daily experiences create a lingering 
feeling of resentment that percolates in a slow boil till some event triggers an outburst of rage.Asante argues that 
America cannot long continue as a cohesive society under these conditions. As we embark upon new leadership under 
America’s first African American president, he urges more public focus on redressing the wrongs of the past and their 
continuing legacy. Above all, he thinks that Americans must seriously consider some system of reparations to deal 
with both past and present injustices, an apology, and our own truth-and-reconciliation committee that addresses both 
the history of slavery and present-day racism. Only in this way, he feels, can we ever hope to heal the racial divide that 
never seems to be erased. This is a powerful, deeply perceptive analysis of a crucial social problem by one of 
America’s leading thinkers on race.

From Publishers WeeklyIn this scathing analysis of the history of racism in America, Asante divides the nation into 
two camps: a white majority who perceives America as a land of promise, and a black minority that is relegated to 
exist in a wilderness on the margins of society. Asante, the chair of African-American studies at Temple University 
and a proponent of Afro-centrism, lays out a non-linear history of racial matters in America, weaving the 17th century 
arrival of the first indentured African servants with the Los Angeles race riots of 1992 and his own experiences as a 
black man in America. The key to bridging the racial divide, he argues, lies in getting all Americans to understand and 
confront the history of slavery. Otherwise, the gap will remain open and the significance of all subsequent racial 
injustices, from lynchings to police profiling, is lost. Asante can be sketchy in some of his examples of headline-
making events involving race (including the 1985 MOVE bombing in Philadelphia, for instance). Whether one agrees 
with him or not, however, he backs many of his harsh accusations with tough questions, carefully crafted solutions and 
engaging personal anecdotes. In the end, anyone who has struggled to understand race relations in America or to 
engage others in open debate about it will glean something valuable from this book. Copyright 2003 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From Booklist*Starred * Asante, a scholar, writer, professor, and sixth-generation American 
descended from enslaved Africans, has been a guiding light in African American studies. In his latest cogent and 
animated treatise, he draws on his vast and ready knowledge of American history and contemporary events to assess 
the grievous damage wrought by racism, methodically and dramatically supporting his statement that "every objective 
presentation of the political, social, and economic situation of African Americans points to the previous condition of 
enslavement as a principal reason for our contemporary predicament." Court cases, educational and sociological 
studies, personal anecdotes, and the writings of a wide range of thinkers, including Malcolm X and Cornel West, all 
feed the engine of Asante's insightful and soundly reasoned observations about the tangible and psychological realities 
of life in a world poisoned by racial discrimination. Like bell hooks, Asante not only delineates the tragic legacy of 
racism but also offers a prescription for healing, in which he astutely and productively addresses the complex question 
of reparations. "Patriotism," Asante writes, "is, first of all, a national commitment to each other," and for the U.S. to be 
whole and just, old wrongs must be righted. Donna SeamanCopyright © American Library Association. All rights 
reservedAbout the AuthorMolefi Kete Asante (Philadelphia, PA) is professor of African American Studies at Temple 
University, where he created the first doctoral program in African American Studies. He is the author of more than 65 



books, including 100 Greatest African Americans and Race, Rhetoric, and Identity. Nationally recognized as one of 
the ten most widely cited African Americans, Asante has appeared on Nightline, Night Talk, BET, the MacNeil Lehrer 
News Hour, Today, the Tony Brown’s Journal, Night Watch, Like It Is, and 60 Minutes, among other programs. For 
more on the author see www.asante.net. 


