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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. family researchBy Joy BurtI was looking for links to an ancestor of 
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mine who came to Australia via joining British troops in America, then going with them to U.K and finally deported 
on 1st fleet. Found many references in this book and have filled a big gap in family history.8 of 10 people found the 
following review helpful. A Most Amazing BookBy John S. BowmanThe first three "official" reviews of this book fail 
to convey the sheer original, revealing, even emotional nature of this book. Many Americans now accept that their 
patriotic Revolutionary ancestors--including the Founding Fathers--owned slaves. Some Americans are aware that 
many of these slaves fled to the British controlled areas and cities under the promise of gaining freedom. A few 
Americans may then know of what happened to these former slaves--how many were take off to Nova Scotia with 
thousands of white Loyalists. What Cassandra Pybus reveals in this book opens all this up into dimensions undreamed 
of by all but perhaps a literal handful of historians. And in fact, what she presents is more like a nightmare than a 
dream. In an impeccably researched and footnoted narrative, she first investigates those three relatively "knowns" that 
I referred to above, providing details that will astound most of us. And when she goes onto present the story of what 
happenened to most of these former slaves as they movd on not only to Nova Scotia and London but then on to Sierra 
Leone and Australia--well, it is history as revelation. Although Pybus stays rooted in the strictest procedures of the 
historian, the end effect is to feel you are reading a novel. But a novel describing events of such unnmitigated misery, 
of human suffering, of human cruelty, that no novelist would dare invent these happenings. I defy any reader to put the 
book down saying (a) "Oh, I had suspected all this might have happened" and (b) "In any case I can't see getting 
especially worked up over it." The end result is a book that both charges far more human beings than we have 
imagined with being cruel to African-Americans and at the same time informs us of how many of these same African-
Americans endured these cruelties and utimately prevailed. In a word, I found it spellbinding!0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Great collection of storiesBy Jermain M. GossThe book was a little confusing at first but 
never the less did its job in telling a bunch of great stories. I am sure that many did not know of these experiences 
during that time period. I glad my professor made us read it.

Cassandra Pybus adds greatly to the work of [previous] scholars by insisting that slaves stand at the center of their own 
history . . . Her 'biographies' of flight expose the dangers that escape entailed and the courage it took to risk all for 
freedom. Only by measuring those dangers can the exhilaration of success be comprehended and the unspeakable 
misery of failure be appreciated.--Ira Berlin, from the ForewordDuring the American Revolution, thousands of slaves 
fled their masters to find freedom with the British. Epic Journeys of Freedom is the astounding story of these runaways 
and the lives they made on four continents. Having emancipated themselves, with the rhetoric about the inalienable 
rights of free men ringing in their ears, these men and women struggled tenaciously to make liberty a reality in their 
own lives.This alternative narrative of freedom fought for and won is uniquely compelling; historian Cassandra 
Pybus's groundbreaking research has uncovered individual stories of runaways who left America to forge difficult new 
lives in far-flung corners of the British Empire. Harry, for example, one of George Washington's slaves, escaped from 
Mount Vernon in 1776, was evacuated to Nova Scotia in 1783, and eventually relocated to Sierra Leone in West 
Africa with his wife and three children. Ralph Henry, who ran away from the Virginia firebrand Patrick Henry in 
1776, took a similar path to precarious freedom in Sierra Leone, while others, such as John Moseley and John Randall, 
were evacuated with the British forces to England. Stranded in England without skills or patronage during a period of 
high unemployment, they were among thousands of newly freed poor blacks who struggled just to survive. While 
some were relocated to Sierra Leone, others, like Moseley and Randall, found themselves transported to the distant 
penal colony of Botany Bay, in Australia. Epic Journeys of Freedom, written in the best tradition of history from the 
bottom up, is a fascinating insight into the meaning of liberty; it will change forever the way we think about the 
American Revolution.

From Publishers WeeklyDuring the Revolutionary War, thousands of black slaves served with, and sought refuge 
from, the British forces in hope of attaining freedom—among them escapees from the plantations of George 
Washington and Patrick Henry. Australian historian Pybus follows the path some of these former slaves took to 
London and then "into two bizarre colonial experiments that began in 1787: the Province of Freedom in Sierra Leone 
on the west coast of Africa, and the penal settlement of Botany Bay on the east coast of Australia." Readers familiar 
with the American perspective (the escape North, the Liberian settlement) will experience a kaleidoscopic shift 
through the lens of British history. Pybus's prose is weighted by her "diligent excavation in vast Revolutionary-era 
archival materials, both American and British." But the ships' logs, muster lists and parish records as well as the 
newspapers, memoirs and journals she's ploughed through in her successful attempt "to recover the lives of 
individuals" constitute a significant contribution to contemporary studies of the Black Atlantic. Dauntingly full of 
minutiae, Pybus's text is made more accessible to the ordinary reader through a biographical appendix that provides 
brief sketches of the "significant black refugees." (Feb.) Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed 
Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistIn the midst of the American Revolution when the nation's powerful 
were considering the fate of the fledgling U.S., scores of those who were their slaves were also taking action to 
guarantee their freedom. The choice they made to side with the British set many former slaves on an eventual diaspora 



to Britain, Canada, Australia, and West Africa. Historian Pybus traces the paths of several former slaves, including 
those of George Washington, as they fled America for freedom, and she profiles famous and lesser-known figures who 
fought for freedom for enslaved blacks during the American Revolution. Pybus also offers a rare look at how the 
former slaves were received in London and how they fared in the two colonies set aside by the British for them in 
Sierra Leone, Africa, and Botany Bay, Australia. Along with detailing the personal challenges facing these former 
slaves and showing how they managed, while enslaved, to forge ideals of individual freedom, Pybus demonstrates that 
the Civil War and the civil rights movement have roots in the American Revolution. Vanessa BushCopyright © 
American Library Association. All rights reserved "Through her meticulous research and an engaging narrative, Pybus 
provides a superb collective biography of those slaves during the American Revolution who dared to pursue their 
dreams of freedom. This book would be an appropriate addition to either African-American History or Revolutionary 
War collections."—Clark E. Heath (AASL) Southfield Lathrup High School, Lathrup Village, MI"This book shines 
because of Ms. Cassandra Pybus’s stellar research. Her description of the upheaval surrounding the American 
Revolution is sound . . . Cassandra Pybus’s book adds much needed historical documentation to a group of people who 
have largely been forgotten by history. Every school and public library should own a copy of this book."—Christina 
Maria Beaird (PLA), Plainfield Public Library District, Plainfield, IL"An impressive and extremely important work."-
Library Journal, starred review"A significant contribution to contemporary studies of the Black Atlantic." -Publishers 
Weekly"What a gripping narrative . . . [and] an awesome achievement."--Alfred F. Young, author of The Shoemaker 
and the Tea PartyFrom the Trade Paperback edition. 


