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Deborah Willis, Barbara Krauthamer : Envisioning Emancipation: Black Americans and the End of Slavery 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Envisioning 
Emancipation: Black Americans and the End of Slavery: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Envisioning EmancipationBy RgphillyWonderful photos. 
Historically deep. Sage perspectives. Execellently documented. Dr. Willis has done it again. This masterpiece is a 
treasure and an instant keepsake.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. HISTBy ROBERT BROWNYou 
cannot find find these pictures in just books,,,tell you the pain sorrow and hope of slaves. You can see freedom 
burning in their eyes!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Clarisse McClellanInspiring look 
into African American photography.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1439909857


What freedom looked like for black Americans in the Civil War era

From BooklistThis arresting book will initially attract readers with its album’s worth of photographs of black men and 
women in posed and unposed situations, taken between the 1850s and the 1930s. Questions will automatically arise. 
What is the story behind each photograph? Who is the person? What exactly was the occasion for taking the 
photograph? Once the viewer goes back to the book’s beginning and reads the text by a photography historian and a 
historian of slavery from start to finish, answers become apparent. Willis and Krauthamer, with knowledge and a 
discerning eye, place the photos in a new and greatly informative context, all in their successful effort to demonstrate 
the emancipation process through photographs. Their very learned analysis brings to the reader many significant 
glimpses into the true nature of black people’s evolving status during the late slavery period, during emancipation 
itself, and during the often confusing days of their first taste of freedom. --Brad Hooper "Envisioning Emancipation 
offers an illuminating and inspiring look at the men and women who enabled, lived through, and were affected by the 
landmark event of emancipation. With a stunning collection of photographs accompanied by engaging new 
scholarship, this book is sure to have a vital and important impact on the way Americans see our nation and 
ourselves."-Thelma Golden, Director and Chief Curator of the Studio Museum of Harlem 


