
[Read free] Enjoy the Same Liberty: Black Americans and the Revolutionary Era (The African American 
History Series)

Enjoy the Same Liberty: Black Americans and the Revolutionary 
Era (The African American History Series)

Edward Countryman 
DOC | *audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF | ePub

#390828 in Books 2014-01-23Original language:EnglishPDF # 1 8.87 x .63 x 5.66l, .66 #File Name: 
1442232811208 pages | File size: 29.Mb

Edward Countryman : Enjoy the Same Liberty: Black Americans and the Revolutionary Era (The African 
American History Series)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1442232811


praised Enjoy the Same Liberty: Black Americans and the Revolutionary Era (The African American History Series): 

In this cohesive narrative, Edward Countryman explores the American Revolution in the context of the African 
American experience, asking a question that blacks have raised since the Revolution: What does the revolutionary 
promise of freedom and democracy mean for African Americans? Countryman, a Bancroft Prize-winning historian, 
draws on extensive research and primary sources to help him answer this question. He emphasizes the agency of 
blacks and explores the immense task facing slaves who wanted freedom, as well as looking at the revolutionary 
nature of abolitionist sentiment. Countryman focuses on how slaves remembered the Revolution and used its rhetoric 
to help further their cause of freedom.Many contend that it is the American Revolution that defines us as Americans. 
Edward Countryman gives the reader the chance to explore this notion as it is reflected in the African American 
experience.

Historian Countryman challenges the historical memory of the founding of our nation, one that presents a heroic 
portrait of white males and gives scant attention to blacks, most of whom were enslaved. He examines the 
contradictions inherent in the American Revolution and the ideals of the U.S. Constitution and its protection of 
slavery, putting the debate in the broader context of eighteenth- and nineteenth century revolutions throughout the 
Atlantic region, from Europe to South America, even as slavery blossomed in the same regions. Most compelling is 
his examination of the choices exercised by blacks in revolutionary America to fight for the insurgents or for the 
British, to remain on American soil or to take a chance on former slave colonies in Sierra Leone and Liberia. Blacks 
famous and obscure, from Paul Cuffee to James Forten to Bishop Richard Allen and others, capitalized on 
opportunities presented by the Revolutionary War to press their own cause of freedom. Without the effort of 
revolutionary-era blacks, slavery might have continued unchallenged for a longer period of time in the U.S. 
(Booklist)Bancroft Prize-winning Countryman (A People in Revolution) begins with the bleak premise that 
everywhere explorers and colonizers went, with them they brought slavery--"the great unifying colonial institution." 
The result of Countryman's research efforts is impressive; the book includes paintings and a map of New York from 
1813, and the final third contains a fascinating trove of documents, ranging from the "Virginia Law of Slavery" of 
1905, to Phillis Wheatley's poetry and letters, to an excerpt from a 2008 speech by then-Senator Barack Obama. Some 
of these sources, such as the daily diaries of plantation owner William Byrd II, tell of unimaginable abuse in a matter-
of-fact manner. Countryman makes a genuine effort to paint a picture of how excruciating the process of emancipation 
was in the years following 1776...the volume is...a profile of black leaders who emerged at the time, from 
mathematician Benjamin Banneker to Richard Allen, the founder of the Mother Bethel church. Thoroughly researched 
and thoughtful. (Publishers Weekly)Enjoy the Same Liberty is a useful introduction to the field of early African 
American history that complements the recent work of scholars such as Douglas R. Egerton and Alan Gilbert. It is 
written in an accessible style and is particularly suited for classroom use. Along with a bibliographical essay, the book 
contains a number of documents that shed light on the law of slavery in colonial and Revolutionary America, on racial 
ideologies, and on early black protest. Taken as a whole, the work is an excellent reflection on the emerging problem 
of slavery in the eighteenth century and the central role that the American Revolution played in black thought 
throughout the early Republic. (North Carolina Historical )In this slim and readable volume, distinguished historian of 
the American Revolution Edward Countryman elegantly outlines the interrelated fates of slavery and the enslaved 
before, during, and after that conflict. Countryman’s interpretation unfolds in three main themes: slavery as a 
ubiquitous colonial institution, the American Revolution as the beginning of the end of slavery, and, nonetheless, the 
United States as being wedded to slavery as a social and economic institution. In addition to an introduction that places 
slavery in the context of contemporary racial politics, and an epilogue that traces African Americans’ conflicted 
memories of July 4 over the two centuries since independence, the volume includes a jargon-free bibliographic essay 
and a lengthy appendix of well-chosen and contextualized primary documents for further reading. (Journal of 
American Ethnic History)Countryman's discussion of black military service on both sides of the revolutionary conflict 
is especially good—a model of clarity, brevity, and balance. What is best about the book is the way Countryman 
amplifies distinctive black voices—Philis Wheatley, Elizabeth Freeman, and Benjamin Banneker during the 
Revolution and Richard Allen, Absalom Jones, David Walker, and Frederick Douglass after the Revolution as well as 
many lesser-known figures—and the way he weaves their stories and words into a broader narrative of slavery and 
freedom in the early republic. ... Instructors will find the carefully chosen, well-edited collection of primary documents 
at the end of the book. (Journal of Southern History)This is the book that truly brings together and elaborates the 
recent explosion of research on African Americans in the Revolutionary era and the early republic. Written by one of 
the foremost, and most eloquent, authorities on the Revolution, it is the first to really plumb both the importance of 
African Americans for the Revolution and the importance of the Revolution for African Americans. Not to be missed! 
(David Waldstreicher, Temple University; author of Slavery's Constitution)Enjoy the Same Liberty is the most 



sensitive and nuanced account of Black Americans' engagement with liberty in the Age of Revolution in decades. 
Building on the long legacy of William C. Nell's The Colored Patriots of the American Revolution (1855), 
Countryman pays close attention to the voices and actions of Black Americans, showing how they seized liberty in a 
world where slavery's reach was global and struggled to extend freedom to their still-enslaved kin, fictive and 
otherwise. Countryman's prose is a joy to read and his attention to irony is refreshing, providing a text to engage both 
the novice and the sophisticate. (Corey Capers, University of Illinois at Chicago)What was the American Revolution 
to black Americans? Enjoy the Same Liberty answers that question with great passion and intelligence. Countryman 
deftly shows how a people who had no immediate reason to celebrate the triumph of the “Spirit of 76” nevertheless 
upheld the Revolution’s highest values and, after much struggle, helped to end the institution of slavery and transform 
the world. (Annette Gordon-Reed, author of The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family)About the 
AuthorEdward Countryman is the University Distinguished Professor of American History at Southern Methodist 
University. He has written numerous books on the social and political consequences of cultural clashes in early 
America, including A People in Revolution, which won the Bancroft Prize in 1981. He is also the author of The 
American Revolution, which is assigned in college courses across the country. 


