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From Brand: Checkmark Books : Encyclopedia of the Korean War  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia of the Korean War: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Very usefulBy PolymathI've been reading and studying about the 
Korean War recently. I had bought this encyclopedia some months ago in anticipation of this. While I have read only a 
few entries in the encyclopedia, the ones I have read have all been very informative with good depth. As might be 
expected given the length of the book, there is a wide range of topics covered.As to format, there is a very useful 
listing of all the topic entries at the front of the book, along with a plethora of plain but clear maps. I might mention 
though, that the map on p. xxviii, intended to be a map of the Inchon landings, is actually a reprint of the initial North 
Korean invasion map. Also, under the entry for "Orders of Battle", one is directed to Appendix I, which seems to be 
missing. However, in an undertaking as extensive as this, these anomolies are minor.In sum, this book is a very 
important and useful addition to Korean War historiography. I'm certainly glad it exists and that I bought it!1 of 2 
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people found the following review helpful. Encyclopedia of the Korean WarBy Edward C. ParmenterThe problem 
with a work of this type is that the editor must depend on the accuracy of the submissions sent to him. The 
introduction by John Eisenhower has both errors of fact and errors of omission. First, he states that the 24th Division, 
the first to arrive was almost wiped out. Secondly he says that they were followed by the First Cavalry Division and 
then the 25th Infantry. He lists the 2d Infantry next, followed by the First Marine Division. He omits entirely the 7th 
Infantry Division, which participated in the Inchon landing concurrently with the First Marine Division. Actually the 
third regiment of the First Marines did not arrive at Inchon until after the 7th Infantry had completed their landing. The 
24th was not almost destroyed, it remained as a fighting force until relieved on the line by the First Cavalry Division 
on 21 July. The 25th Infantry was the second to arrive in Korea, with its first elements landing immediately after the 
last elements of the 24th Division landed at Pusan. There are two entries by Daniel Bierne, both actually about the 
battle at Unsan. He indicates in both entries that the First Cavalry was ordered north to block the Chinese force that 
had overrun ROKA forces. He also states that the 1st LU 2d Battalions of the 8th Cavalry had hardly taken up 
defensive positions on the evening of November 1 when theyy were overrun by two divisions of the Chinese 39th 
Army. The facts, as recorded in First Cavalry Division and Eighty Cavalry Regimental War Diaries and Unit Histories 
are that the 8th Cavalry Regiment was ordered on October 28th to proceed at 8 AM on October 29th to relieve the 
First ROK Division at Unsan and proceed north and west to the Yalu. They arrived on the early afternoon of October 
30th after biviouacing overnight at Yongsang. Patrols sent out that day were unable to make any contact with the 
enemy. Relief of the 1s ROK Division was scheduled for noon on October 31st. That morning the ROK's lost 2000 
yards and the Commander of the ROK unit refused to be relieved, so relief was rescheduled for the next day. Mr. 
Bierne also states that the 8th Cavalry was almost destroyed. Official records of the 8th Cavalry indicate that total 
casualties for the month of November, most of which occurred on the 1st and 2d of November were 9 killed, 235 
wounded and 584 missing. Since total strength of the Regiment was about 3,000, loss of 829 hardly equates to 
destruction. Battery A of the 99th Field Artillery made it out intact and Battery C lost only one of its six 105mm 
howitzers in the battle. The missing figure was adjusted downward by 19 as that many members of the 8th Cavalry 
captured at Unsan were inexplicably released by the Chinese and returned to our lines on November 22. This included 
the First Sergeant of "I" Company of the 8ths Third Battalion, Master Sergeant Samuel Cleckner. Mr. Tucker, in his 
two entries about the Battle of Osan/Task Force Smith relies almost entirely on the accounts of Roy Appleman, which 
are very inaccurate based on Unit Histories and War Diaries of the 24th Infantry Division and the 21st Infantry 
Regiment, which tell an entirely different story.ALL IN ALL, MY ORIGINAL RATING WAS EXTREMELY 
ERRONEOUS, AS MR. TUCKER HAD TO HAVE SPENT CONSIDERABLE TIME AND EFFORT PUTTING 
THIS BOOK TOGETHER. HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY HAVE HAD TIME TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF 
ALL SUBMITTALS AND REFERENCES. IT HAS TAKEN ME OVER THREE YEARS JUST RESEARCHING 
THE LIMITED AREA CONCEERNING JUST THE FIRST EIGHT MONTHS OF THE KOREAN WAR.6 of 6 
people found the following review helpful. For school and community library military history collectionBy Midwest 
Book ReviewEncyclopedia Of The Korean War: A Political, Social, And Military History is deftly edited by Spencer 
C. Tucker and presents the reader with a thorough, comprehensive, in-depth, and deeply researched compendium of 
knowledge over the Korean conflict often referred to as "The Forgotten War." Entries are listed in A to Z format; 
black-and-white photographs sparsely illustrate the detailed, matter-of fact text. Strongly recommended for school and 
community library military history collections, the Encyclopedia Of The Korean War is a superbly presented reference 
for looking up details concerning people, places, weapons, politics, military actions and much more about this pivotal 
Asian conflict.

Although it has been largely neglected, the Korean War served as the backdrop for many firsts in military history: the 
first extensive use of the helicopter, the first battles between jet aircraft, and the first time two world powers - the 
United States and China - met on a battlefield since World War II. A 1953 armistice halted the fighting, yet the war 
technically continues today, as North and South Korea remain divided.

From BooklistTucker, who also edited ABC-CLIO's Encyclopedia of the Vietnam War: A Political, Social, and 
Military History (1998), has produced a similar book for the Korean War, utilizing an A-Z format complemented with 
a broad selection of maps, primary source documents, and additional supporting materials, including a host of 
illustrations and a detailed time line. Among the contributors are experts with military and academic backgrounds (a 
number of them Korean), and the introduction is written by John S. D. Eisenhower. A comprehensive list of entries 
followed by the same selection of 20 maps appears at the start of each volume. The maps are in black and white, with 
most detailing the war's main battles. More than 600 entries make up the first two volumes of the set. The typical entry 
spans one to three pages, although longer entries are not uncommon. True to its subtitle, this encyclopedia's scope goes 
beyond the military and directly associated political events surrounding the conflict and treats the social and political 
climate of the time. Topics such as African-Americans and the Korean War, McCarthyism, and Poetry of the Korean 
War are covered with thought-provoking articles. Of course, essential information surrounding the war's battles, 



military and political leaders, combat equipment and techniques, and political events is well covered and often 
discussed in detail. Each entry includes a list of references to other materials and cross-references to other entries in 
the encyclopedia. Volume three offers easy access to 147 primary source documents and additional supporting 
materials. The documents are presented in chronological order and cover key speeches as well as major reports and 
agreements. The volume also offers a useful time line, an order of battle, a selected bibliography, and a general index. 
Libraries owning Tucker's Vietnam encyclopedia should find this work a similarly useful resource. Those needing 
minimal coverage may consider Conflict in Korea: An Encyclopedia [RBB F 1 00] or Garland's The Korean War: An 
Encyclopedia (1995) as alternatives. The former title is broader in scope, covering all major Korean events from 1945 
to the present, while the latter title provides essential information about the war in one volume. Libraries seeking wide-
ranging reference coverage of the Korean War will be best served by owning all three works. But for the most 
complete treatment in a single source, Encyclopedia of the Korean War would be an excellent choice for high-school, 
public, and academic libraries. REVWRCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved "Editor's 
Pick" - The Bookwatch"This book will be a core source for information on what is still called the 'Forgotten War.' 
Highly recommended." - Library Journal"…this is a well-organized source that students on all levels should find very 
useful. Recommended for all academic libraries." - Choice"…for the most complete treatment on a single source, 
Encyclopedia of the Korean War would be an excellent choice for high school, public, and academic libraries." - 
Booklist, Starred "This magnificent set does, for the first time, provide a definitive reference source. It will 
undoubtedly be an essential tool for both military historians and Korean studies specialists." - Times Literary 
Supplement"Teachers and librarians will welcome this comprehensive encyclopedia of the Korean War, one of the 
least understood of America's conflicts … The very readable articles make this reference an excellent choice for high 
school libraries. Highly recommended." - The Book Report"…this exceptional reference tool should be on the shelves 
of every library that can afford it." - American Reference Books AnnualFrom the PublisherAward-winner: Best 
Reference Source 2000 Library Journal Editors' Choice 2000 Booklist 


