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Present  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Encyclopedia 
of African-American Civil Rights: From Emancipation to the Present: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. excellent source of obscure information on civil rightsBy A 
CustomerThis book is particularly helpful when researching obscure topics related to African-American civil rights, 
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such as court cases and individuals and organizations which do not get as much "air time" as their more famous 
counterparts. In that sense, the book is a must for all African-American history collections.

This is the first reference book presenting an overview of the century-long fight for true racial equality in America. 
This remarkable encyclopedia covers a wide array of events, legislation, court decisions, cultural achievements, 
speeches, organizations, and personalities that have contributed to the cause of African-American civil rights--from the 
Albany, Georgia "sit-in" of 1961 to the racially motivated killing of Samuel Younge in 1966; from the unjustifiable 
"Jim Crow" laws of the 1870s to President Bush's veto of the Civil Rights Act of 1990; from the first black illustrated 
newspaper, the Indianapolis Freeman, to the literary figures of the Harlem Renaissance. Outlined are the non-violent 
protests led by Martin Luther King, Jr., as well as the radical confrontationalism of Malcolm X. The peaceful 1964 
March on Washington contrasts sharply with the Detroit race riots of 1967--but all the events covered in this volume 
are objectively and comprehensively summarized. The constant struggles against racism, segregation, and lack of 
opportunity are chronicled in more than 800 useful and readable entries. Written by over 100 authors, the entries also 
provide ready access to relevant literature in the field. The encyclopedia also contains a chronology, a general 
bibliography, and a subject index. It includes almost 100 illustrations.

From Library JournalThis monumental compilation of information covering the general area of civil rights since the 
Emancipation Proclamation contains over 800 entries written by 157 experts in African American history. The editors 
have wisely chosen to include both the well-known and the less-recognized "grass-roots" participants. In addition to 
people, also included are important laws, books, newspapers, journals, events, and landmark court cases. All entries 
provide bibliographies and are cross-referenced. As with any work of this nature, there are some curious omissions. 
John Marshall Harlan is in but Earl Warren is not; Atlanta University appears but Spelman and Morehouse do not. 
Moreover, some lack of balance is evident. Hampton Institute and Operation PUSH receive fewer than 13 lines each, 
while obscure sociologist George Haynes warrants 30. Finally, most of the entries are hymns of praise to African 
American heroes. There is little criticism, even of such controversial figures as Father Divine and Adam Clayton 
Powell. These quibbles aside, the Encyclopedia of African-American Civil Rights is a fine work, unique in its focus 
and comprehensive in its coverage. It will become a standard reference work and should be available in most large 
public, university, and college libraries.- Anthony O. Edmonds, Ball State Univ., Muncie, Ind.Copyright 1992 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. "This volume has two aims--to constitute the first reference book on the African American 
civil rights struggle from Emancipation to the present, and to broaden the traditional coverage of African American 
history from national to local. It succeeds on both counts. There are more than 800 entries for topics, groups, and 
individuals selectively chosen as having made a "significant positive contribution" in advancing the cause of black 
civil rights. Although entries are relatively brief, usually less than one page, each includes a selected bibliography and 
each is signed. The preponderance of entries are for court cases (including legal citation), people, organizations and 
associations, and events. Also covered are African American books, newspapers and periodicals; bills; amendments; 
and concepts. Excluded are topics or persons seen as detracting from the advancement of black civil rights, e.g., 
George C. Wallace. Black-and-white captioned photographs are also present, and rounding out the volume are a ten-
page chronology, a selected bibliography, and an index. A very useful addition to academic, public, and secondary 
school libraries." -- ChoiceAbout the AuthorCHARLES D. LOWERY is a Professor of History at Mississippi State 
University. JOHN F. MARSZALEK is a Professor of History at Mississippi State University. 


