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Peter Morton Coan : Ellis Island Interviews  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Ellis Island Interviews: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating Read!By JSWI thoroughly enjoyed every page of this 
book. It's divided up into sections (like chapters) by location (of the storytellers) and gives a little background on each 
person who is telling their story. Each story is about 2 to 4 pages long so it's an easy read if you are like me and only 
like to read a few pages each night. I like that it's written "in their voice" you can almost hear the person talking in 
your head. It's interesting to hear the different backgrounds; and takes on arriving at the island (based on the age the 
person was when they arrived). Pictures are interesting too. Overall a great book - I'm not sure my relatives arrived via 
the Island or through Boston but it's a fantastic read of history. My only con is that the sheer size of this hardback book 
is difficult to read if you are a bed-reader. It's probably great on a table top or maybe sitting up with a lap desk but it's 
really large and heavy so it's not an easy bed read. (But it's still a good enough read that I still choose to read it in 
bed.)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Listening to our pastBy AlayneBoth sides of my family came 
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from Europe and I found this book SO exciting. I think of my grandparents with a lot of the stories I read in this 
GREAT book. I would recommend this book to anyone and more so to anyone with family from Europe or outside the 
United States.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Ellis Island InterviewsBy Laura E. ClarkI was 
intrigued by this book and decided to buy it because the community orchestra in which I play just performed Peter 
Boyle's Ellis Island: The Dream of America. These written accounts are so moving and helped me more fully 
appreciate the greatness of our country and what it offers to those seeking a new and better life in America. It's a great 
book to have on a coffee table for a conversation piece!

The years hetween 1820 and 1931 saw the U.S. experience its greatest wave of immigration. Between 1892 and 1954, 
more than 66 percent of immigrants to America came through Ellis Island. The majority of Americans today are the 
descendants of pioneering ancestors from that period. Here then are firsthand accounts by the last surviving 
immigrants and others of the hardships they endured, experiences they recalled, and the wonder and amazement they 
felt seeing the Statue of Liberty upon their arrival at Ellis Island - the proof that America, their dream, was real.


