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Donald Rayfield : Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Edge of Empires: A History of Georgia: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Used as a reference book, this book offers up ...By CustomerUsed as 
a reference book, this book offers up an authoritative, invaluable, and thorough history of Georgia by a master of 
Georgian literature and history. This is not a book you read from cover to cover.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Russian PropagandaBy GeorgeThis book has nothing to do with history of Georgia. It is misleading on 
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purpose, and is just a Russian financed propaganda! You can see this through the whole book, from the ancient history 
through the current times. One of the clear examples of Russian propaganda is where he portrays (chapter 23) first 
president of Georgia, Zviad Gamsakhurdia, of being a dictator, unleashing wars, "firing on a Tbilisi crowd" etc. All 
this of course are lies. In reality, Russian Federation organized and financed overthrow of the legitimate government 
of Georgia run by Zviad Gamsakhurdia and unleashed all Abkhasian and Osetian wars, and still occupies this 
territories until now! I would not recommend this book to anyone who is interested to know a real, objective history of 
this small but great country with a reach and proud history of at least 5,000 years.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. At last . . .By Peter SkinnerCovering three millennia, this widely researched, dauntingly detailed and 
magisterial work is a "must have" for any serious student of Georgian -- and Transcaucasian -- history. It will 
assuredly become the new standard, and will not be surpassed in the foreseeable future.

Located at the crossroads of Western Asia and Eastern Europe, Georgia is a country of rainforests and swamps, snow 
and glaciers, and semi-arid plains. It has ski resorts and mineral springs, monuments and an oil pipeline. It also has one 
of the longest and most turbulent histories in the Christian or Near Eastern world, but no comprehensive, up-to-date 
account has been written about this little-known country—until now. Remedying this omission, Donald Rayfield 
accesses a mass of new material from recently opened archives to tell Georgia’s absorbing story.

“Donald Rayfield’s Edge of Empires is a wonderful history of Georgia, lifting the lid on that country's torrid, 
rambunctious past (and present). Impeccably researched, limpidly written and full of insight.” 


