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Fitzroy Maclean : Eastern Approaches  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Eastern Approaches: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Good Adventure!By Michael W EmeryExcellent story. Well 
written giving one a real grasp for the times Mr. MacLean lived in. He was a well traveled man in historic times. His 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0141042842


description of his time in North Africa in WWII was outstanding.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Still one of my all time favorite books (others are THE LAST GRAIN RACEBy GinnyStill one of my all time favorite 
books (others are THE LAST GRAIN RACE, LOVE AND WAR IN THE APPENINES and A SHORT WALK IN 
THE HINDU KUSH by Eric Newby, and ON ALMOST ANY WIND by Susan Schlee, as well as various mysteries 
and PENNY PLAIN and PRIORSFORD by Anna Buchan, as well as her brother John's Richard Hannay series [think 
THE 39 STEPS]) and time to reread it again. Yes, I have eclectic tastes. EASTERN APPROACHES is both 
informative and fascinating.I just met a young man in his twenties from Yugoslavia and we discussed the book -- it is 
still read as a source of information as well as being a really interesting and enjoyable book.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Timeless story of military and political adventureBy Old country doctorEastern Approaches 
is a wonderful book. It reads like a historical travelog. The author, a British diplomat in 1937, embarks on numerous 
travel adventures. From 1937-39, he is stationed at the British embassy in Moscow. For three years, he sits in on 
Stalin's political trials and purges in addition to traveling throughout Russia by train and boat. Next, he joins the 
British army and fights the Italians and Germans in the deserts of Libya. Finally, the author travels to Yugoslavia 
where he serves as the link between Winston Churchill and Marshall Tito to help the partisans drive the Germans out 
of that country.The author, Fitzroy Maclean, did not need to check library sources for primary information. He was 
there. And, he reveals his exploits with great humor and crisp British wit. A timeless and enlightening read.

Fitztroy Maclean was one of the real-life inspirations for super-spy James Bond. After adventures in Soviet Russia 
before the war, Maclean fought with the SAS in North Africa in 1942. There he specialised in hair-raising commando 
raids behind enemy lines, including the daring and outrageous kidnapping of the German Consul in Axis-controlled 
Iraq. Maclean's extraordinary adventures in the Western Desert and later fighting alongside Tito's partisans in 
Yugoslavia are blistering reading and show what it took to be a British hero who broke the mould . . .

'Maclean's classic emerges freshly with its mixture of urbanity, passion and shrewdness ... He is witty, clear-eyed and 
the most elegant of narrative stylists' Observer 'An absorbing mixture of military adventure, political judgement, 
urbane wit, cool humour and surprising incident' Financial Times 'Remarkable. The graphic writing reveals the 
ruthless man of action ...' The Times Literary Supplement 'A classic. An unconventional man's unconventional war. 
The best book you will read this year' - Colonel Tim Collins 'One of the best narratives of action ever written' 
PunchAbout the AuthorMaclean was a British diplomat who, while in Russia, became one of the first Westerners to 
explore Central Asia during the Soviet rule. He worked with the British special forces in the North African desert and 
liased on behalf of the allies with the partisans in Yugoslavia during the Second World War. 


