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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Eagles of the RAF: The
World War 11 Eagle Squadrons:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Research A+By Step Into a Storybookl write historical fiction. This
is one of the best research books I've ever bought. Most of thetime I'll just check stuff out of the library, but I'm glad |
bought this one because I'm continually referring to it.It's loaded with details. It quotes real journals of real pilots. It


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1782663878

was essential in pinning down the feelings of my characters.

Orginally published in 1991. From the foreword: "Although the United States did not enter World War 11 until the end
of 1941, US citizens fought and died in the war long before the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor. Among them were the
pilots of the Eagle Squadrons, three fighter squadrons of Britain's Royal Air Force manned by young US flyers risking
their livesin another nation's war. In this book, Colonel Philip D. Caine, US Air Force, tells how the Eagle Squadrons
were formed, describes their RAF experiences, and evaluates their contribution to Britain's defense. Unlike other
accounts, Eagles of the RAF isnot simply a paean to the pilots as special heroes and "aces,”" though many performed
heroically and some sacrificed their lives. Drawing almost exclusively on interviews with more than thirty-five
surviving Eagles, on their letters and memoirs, and on officia records of the squadrons, Caine shows who these men
were and what drove them to endure the burdens of joining aforeign air force. We see them adjusting to lifein anew
country asthey train, fly patrol and escort missions, and sit on aert in dispersal huts or in airplane cockpits. We see
their routine suddenly shattered by the momentary chaos and exhilaration of aerial combat. The Eagles story isa
unique chapter in American military history; it deservesto betold asit really happened-not as romanticized by
Hollywood or nostalgic recollection. Beyond reliably telling the story, Colonel Caine reveals much about why people
enter the military, how military life satisfies or disappoints their preconceptions, and how at least some of them reacted
to the realities of combat."

About the AuthorBrig. Gen. Philip D. Caine, USAF (Ret.), has more than 4,500 hours of flight time, taught military
history at the U.S. Air Force Academy, and is the author of "American Pilotsin the RAF" (Brassey's, Inc., 1993) and
"Aircraft Down! Evading Capture in WWII Europe" (Brassey's, Inc., 1997). He livesin Monument, Colorado.



