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From Brand: Ooligan Press : Dreams of West: A History of the Chinese in Oregon, 1850-1950  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dreams of West: A History of 
the Chinese in Oregon, 1850-1950: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A fair coffe table bookBy Gussy SharpFor a coffee table book to 
meet both Chinese and American audiences, it is a fair introduction to the topic. More in depth, scholastic books like 
Judy Yung's Unbound Feet are available, though of limited value to local history buffs.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Enlightening!By Harold D. CoxAn excellent introduction to the Chinese immigrants that 
became part of Oregon and how they persevered.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A beautiful book 
with a lovely layoutBy J. BebbA beautiful book with a lovely layout, generous and fascinating photographs, and the 
sophistication of a volume you want in your library, this impressive publication tells a story thats important to 
Americans. Immigrants shaped the West, including significant contributions by men from China. Lets add some 
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diversity and nuance to our understanding of the short history of the Wild West. Yes to gunslingers and the Pony 
Express, but also to Chinese miners, railroad and cannery workers, and early practitioners of sustainable agriculture. In 
1870 more than half of miners in Oregon were Chinese. At the peak of the canning industry, more than two thousand 
Chinese worked at the trade. Celestials were important to industries including iron, paper and textiles as well as 
infrastructure development. They were often persecuted, lonely and separated from their wives and culture, and at risk 
for their safety. Lets acknowledge their hard work.Dreams of the West is both dramatic and respectful of the lives of 
the people who helped shape Oregon. The book is a strong and unusual collaboration between the Chinese 
Consolidated Benevolent Association, which has its origins in 1860s, and Portland State Universitys Ooligan Press. I 
hope there are more efforts like this to add richness to our understanding of our past as well as our respect for the 
present and future strength in diversity. This is a timely book to read today and include in your library.

Jointly created by the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association and history students at Portland State University, 
this bilingual (English/Chinese) history fills a long neglected gap in immigrant history on the West Coast. In four 
sections, each devoted to a geographic area of Oregon, the rich-often tragic-history of the Chinese is detailed through 
well-researched text and a wonderful collection of photos-many from private collections not previously seen by the 
public.


