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4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Dreadnought Gunnery JutlandBy Naval History Buffl found that this
book answered all my questions on the subject and quite afew | had not thought of. Finally, someone writing history
who does not depend on secondary sources and is not too lazy to track down primary ones. In addition it appears that
the author approached the subject with an open mind in that he had one expectation based on what he had read and
changed his mind after completing his research.All too often what is touted as ground breaking history issimply a
rehash of poorly researched secondary sources and not worth the time taken to read them let alone the money to
purchase them. This book isareal break with that depressing and all together too frequent occurance of purchasing
and reading a supposed history, only to learn that you have purchased another lemon.Kudos to the author on ajob well
done and a book well worth its price and the time taken to read it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful.
Five StarsBy history Buffwho knew this existed but it is really interesting38 of 40 people found the following review
helpful. Dreadnought Gunnery PrimerBy R. Douglas JohnsonThis book is the best primer on dreadnought gunnery at
the time of the Battle of Jutland. There is no comparable work in English for this complex subject and it's effects on
naval warfare.The book is easy to read as it leaves the complex mathematics involved to the appendices but gives the
reader a useful understanding of the problems, solutions and terms used before delving into the equipment's
developmental history in asimilar matter. After this the reader is taken to the Battle of Jutland and is shown the effects
of the technology and the decisions that put it in to use. The German solutions to the same problems at the battle are
also covered asis the subsequent development of fire control to WWI1.The book is written as a statement/descenting
work on many long held beliefs of the effects of the British Naval Establishment leading up to Jutland.Thisis a'must
read' for anyone wishing an introduction to the complexities of battleship fire control and British and to alesser extend
German solutions. The reader will depart with a good understanding of all of this.I can not reccomend this book highly
enough!

This new book reviews critically recent studies of fire control, and describes the essentials of naval gunnery in the
dreadnought era. With aforeword by Professor Andrew Lambert, it shows how, in 1913, the Admiralty rejected
Arthur Pollen's Argo system for the Dreyer fire control tables. Many naval historians now believe that, consequently,
British dreadnoughts were fitted with a system that, despite being partly plagiarised from Pollen's, was inferior: and
that the Dreyer Tables were a contributory cause in the sinking of Indefatigable and Queen Mary at Jutland. This book
provides new and revisionist accounts of the Dreyer/Pollen controversy, and of gunnery at Jutland. In fire control, as
with other technologies, the Royal Navy had been open, though not uncritically, to innovations. The Dreyer Tables
were better suited to action conditions (particularly those at Jutland). Beatty's losses were the result mainly of deficient
tactics and training: and his battlecruisers would have been even more disadvantaged had they been equipped by Argo.
It follows the development of the Pollen and Dreyer systems, refutes the charges of plagiarism and explains Argo's
rejection. It outlines the German fire control system: and uses contemporary sourcesin acritical reassessment of
Beatty's tactics throughout the Battle of Jutland.

'For anyone serioudly interested in that period of naval history, this book isindispensible.’ Ruddock Mackay 'In aclear,
dispassionate and compelling manner, Brooks gives us an excellent account of dreadnought gunnery at Jutland and of
its previous technical evolution." Ruddock Mackay About the AuthorJohn Brooks read Natural and Electrical
Sciences at St. Johns' College, Cambridge before joining Elliott Automation in 1964 at the beginning of hisindustrial
career in computing and telecommunications. For many years, he has been a student of the history of technology. His
first paper, on circular dividing engines, was published in 1992, when he also joined the Department of War Studies,
King's College, London as a part-time post-graduate student. He has since published a number of articles on naval fire
control and, after retirement, was awarded his doctorate in 2001.



