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Steven J. Zaloga : Downfall 1945: The Fall of Hitler’s Third Reich (Campaign) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Downfall 1945: The Fall of Hitler's Third Reich
(Campaign):

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Time runs out for Nazi Germany...By HM S WarspiteThe failure of
the German offensive in the Ardennes in December 1945 effectively seded the fate of Nazi Germany. The final
months of fighting in 1945 brought only the death agonies of Germany, as the Allies closed in and as they prepared for
the postwar environment. Surprisingly, the German Army, even in its fragmented state in 1945, remained remarkably
lethal; Allies casualties over the final months and miles were significant, even if German casualties were far
greater."Downfall 1945" is an Osprey Campaign Series book, authored by veteran historian Steven Zaloga, with
illustrations by Steve Noon. In just under 100 pages, the author offers a highly readable account of the final
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campaigns, east and west. The introduction sets the strategic situation and matches the opposing commanders and their
plans and forces. The narrative alternates between the Western and Eastern Fronts, as German units crumble and as the
Allies closein on Berlin and on the lines that would divide postwar Europe. The text is much enhanced by an excellent
selection of period photographs, maps, graphics, and illustrations. Of particular note is the comparison between the
respective forces, including the estimate that the armies on all sides were to one degree or another shrinking for lack of
replacement manpower. Germany's were of course shrinking fastest. Highly recommended as a concise account of the
final defeat of Germany .0 of O people found the following review helpful. Another great title from ZalogaBy
MarkNAnother great title from Zaloga. The final campaigns of the European theater do not receive enough attention
so this should be an interesting read for you. Zaloga hel ped me understand the disposition of Soviet forcesin the final
weeks and days before the final push on Berlin.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy malia
del osantosperfect

As the final month of fighting in Europe in 1945 dawned, the Allies embarked upon a series of mopping-up
operations, destroying the last centers of German resistance as the essentially defeated Wehrmacht fought on in
increasingly desperate conditions, driven by the explicit no-surrender order issued by Hitler.Y et at the same time, the
Allies were already on shaky ground--as German resistance was crushed, the Allies began to eye one another
nervously across a battle-torn Europe. These politically driven military decisions would have a huge impact on the
future of the continent. This book traces the final operations of the war, from the liberation of Denmark, the Allied
drive toward the Baltic straits, incursions in Y ugoslavia, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, and engagements in Eastern and
Western Germany, while also analyzing how the Allied strategies in the final days of the war were a hint of the future
difficulties that would drive the Cold War.

"The book is superbly illustrated by a variety of period photos as well as the excellent artwork or Steve Noon who has
so ably illustrated so many books in this series. It makes for alogical and highly readable account of the last days of
the Third Reich and a book I highly recommend to those who want to know more about this period of time." -
Modeling Madness'As areference book thisis HHGHLY RECOMMENDED." - AMPS'Modellers and historians and
enthusiasts of the final months of the Third Reich should value this book." - Armorama.comAbout the AuthorSteven J.
Zalonga, an analyst in the aerospace industry--covering missile systems and the international arms trade--also served
with the Institute for Defense Analyses. He has written many books on military history, with an emphasis on the U.S.
Army in World War 1l and Russia and the former Soviet Union.Steve Noon has provided award-winning illustrations
for the publisher Dorling Kindersley, where hisinterest in historical illustration began, and hasillustrated over thirty
books for Osprey.



