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Charles Joyner : Down by the Riverside: A South Carolina Slave Community, Anniversary Edition  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Down by the Riverside: A 
South Carolina Slave Community, Anniversary Edition: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. History brought to lifeBy carolinaislandgirlInteresting and vivid 
history of the area called the Waccamaw Neck in South Carolina. This story follows the Waccamaw River with its 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0252076834


myriad rice plantations stretched between the river and the Atlantic Ocean and tells of the early European inhabitants 
and their rise to wealth based on the importation of slaves. The author concentrates on certain plantation families to 
recount this history of the owners and their extended slave families from pre American Revolution times to post Civil 
war and into the 20th century.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Facts, Refrences and an Interesting 
PresentationBy ArbyHistory made interesting with facts, figures and supporting documentation. A unique look into the 
daily lives and work of the slave community of the rice plantations along the SC coast.1 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Four StarsBy Gordon ShermanIt met my needs. Thanks.

In Down by the Riverside, Charles Joyner takes readers on a journey back in time, up the Waccamaw River through 
the Lowcountry of South Carolina, past abandoned rice fields once made productive by the labor of enslaved Africans, 
past rice mills and forest clearings into the antebellum world of All Saints Parish. In this slave community, and many 
others like it, the slaves created a new language, a new religion--indeed, a new culture--from African traditions and 
American circumstances.From the letters, diaries, and memoirs of the plantation whites and their guests, from 
quantitative analysis of census and probate records, and above all from slave folklore and oral history, Joyner has 
recovered an entire society and its way of life. His careful reconstruction of daily life in All Saints Parish is an 
inspiring testimony to the ingenuity and solidarity of a people who endured in the face of adversity.This anniversary 
edition of Joyner's landmark study includes a new introduction in which the author recounts his process of writing the 
book, reflects on its critical and popular reception, and surveys the path of scholarship in slave history in the decades 
since the book's first publication.

"The finest work ever written on American slavery." George P. Rawick, editor of The American Slave: A Composite 
AutobiographyAbout the AuthorCharles Joyner is Burroughs Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Southern History 
and Culture at Coastal Carolina University, past president of the Southern Historial Ascociation, and the author of 
Shared Traditions: Southern History and Folk Culture and other works. 


