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praised Do They Miss Me at Home?: The Civil War Letters of William McKnight, Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!!!By James SouthardDr. Maness' book offers a new way 
of looking at the Civil War. By reading these letters, it's possible to look at the war through the actual eyes of the 
soldier and his family members. It offers a unique insight that isn't possible with standard lecture and text reading. It's 
a truly Great Book!!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this is my great great grandfather I believeBy 
ebelvisMy grandmother's maiden name was "McKnight" and my aunt who worked on our geneology said this is our 
relative...we grew up in Tecumseh, MI, anyone else related to William McKnight? I just ordered this book, haven't 
read it yet0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Awesome !By rbl7920I have long wanted to read a book 
about the 7th Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, and this book allowed me to do that !

William McKnight was a member of the Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry from September 1862 until his death in June 
of 1864. During his time of service, McKnight penned dozens of emotion-filled letters, primarily to his wife, Samaria, 
revealing the struggles of an entire family both before and during the war.This collection of more than one hundred 
letters provides in-depth accounts of several battles in Kentucky and Tennessee, such as the Cumberland Gap and 
Knoxville campaigns that were pivotal events in the Western Theater. The letters also vividly respond to General John 
Hunt Morgan’s raid through Ohio and correct claims previously published that McKnight was part of the forces 
chasing Morgan. By all accounts Morgan did stay for a period of time at McKnight’s home in Langsville during his 
raid through Ohio, much to McKnight’s horror and humiliation, but McKnight was in Kentucky at the time. 
Tragically, McKnight was killed in action nearly a year later during an engagement with Morgan’s men near 
Cynthiana, Kentucky.

“The letters of William McKnight . . . allow the reader to ride alongside McKnight as he patrols contested terrain and 
worries over John Morgan’s raid through his home town, and they remind us of the sacrifices that the war exacted 
from families as soldiers fought to protect their home and country and to shape the nation for future generations.” 
—Christine Dee, Fitchburg State College, Editor of Ohio’s War: The Civil War in Documents 


