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From Catherine Clinton : Divided Houses: Gender and the Civil War (Harc Global Change Studies; 1) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Divided Houses. Gender and

the Civil War (Harc Globa Change Studies; 1):

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | read anything about the American Civil WarBy Rodney Orrl T was


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195080343

long winded in some aspects of the book, but over al intersting in how thing came about to bring on the war.0 of 1
people found the following review helpful. VERY GOOD BOOK. ENJOY READING THIS BOOKBY
RobinSchumacherVERY GOOD BOOK.ENJOY READING THISBOOK.I SUGGEST THISBOOK TO
EVERYONE ...0 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Civil warBy R. A. MacgregorThis book was a
requirement for my class and pretty darn interesting. WWhen you trade hardbacks back into to , you get nice returnsin
dollars. When you try and return a paper back you get pennies on the dollar.

No American needs to be told that the Civil War brought the United States to acritical juncturein its history. The war
changed forever the face of the nation, the nature of American politics, the status of African-Americans, and the daily
lives of millions of people. Yet few of us understand how the war transformed gender roles and attitudes toward
sexuality among American citizens. Divided Houses is the first book to address this sorely neglected topic, showing
how the themes of gender, class, race, and sexuality interacted to forge the beginnings of a new society.In this unique
volume, historians Catherine Clinton and Nina Silber bring together a wide spectrum of critical viewpoints--all written
by eminent scholars--to show how gender became a prism through which the political tensions of antebellum America
were filtered and focused. For example, Divided Houses demonstrates that the abolitionist movement was strongly
alied with nineteenth-century feminism, and shows how the ensuing debates over sectionalism and, eventually,
secession, were often couched in terms of gender. Northerners and Southerners alike frequently ridiculed each other as
"effeminate”: slaveowners were characterized by Y ankees as idle and useless aristocrats, enfeebled by their "peculiar
institution"; northerners were belittled as money-grubbers who lacked the masculine courage of their southern
counterparts. Through the course of the book, many fascinating subjects are explored, such as the new "manly"
responsibilities both black and white men had thrust upon them as soldiers; the effect of the war on Southern women's
daily actions on the homefront; the essential part Northern women played as nurses and spies; the war's impact on
marriage and divorce; women'sroles in the guerilla fighting; even the wartime dialogue on interracial sex. Thereis
also arare look at how gender affected the experience of freedom for African-American children, a discussion of how
Harriet Beecher Stowe attempted to distract both her readers and herself from the ravages of war through the writing
of romantic fiction, and a consideration of the changing relations between black men and a white society which, during
the war, at last forced to confront their manhood. In addition, an incisive introduction by Pulitzer Prize-winning
historian James M cPherson helps place these various subjects in an overall historical context.Nowhere else are such
topics considered in asingle, accessible volume. Divided Houses sheds new light on the entire Civil War experience--
from its causes to its legacy--and shows how gender shaped both the actions and attitudes of those who participated in
this watershed event in the history of America.

From Publishers Weeklyln these 18 essays, historians and other academics examine not just gender and its part in the
Civil War, but the effects of race and class too. The oft-discussed "separate sphere" of women in that period is shown
to have been a"privilege" only of upper-class white women, and a close reading of Harriet Beecher Stowe's portrait of
Sojourner Truth explains how Stowe's view of Truth asaregal and noble character, even while portraying her asa
naive, semiliterate creature, reflected used the expectations of her own upper-class, white, educated social circle. to
represent Truth as aregal and noble character, even while portraying her as anaive, semiliterate creature. Most of
these essays, though, follow a distinct pattern. The writers take up interesting topics (the role of women spies, changes
in divorce patterns following the war) and open them to further exploration by quoting extensively from fascinating
primary sources (such as diaries and court records), but then fail to draw meaningful conclusions. An admirably
comprehensive bibliography is obviously meant to stimulate further research, and fortunately, as Clinton ( Plantation
Mistress ) statesin her open-ended discussion of black women's status after the war, "there is no statute of limitations
on historians' as they set out to uncover and explicate the past. Silber is assistant professor of history at Boston
University. Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalHow did one of the Southern states
arrive at the conclusion to secede from the United States? And why? This work answers these questions by bringing
together, for the first time, the speeches given in late 1860 in Milledgeville, Georgia. The essays, written as Georgia
debated the secession question, were penned with feeling and emotion by seven highly respected Georgia gentlemen
politicians. Preceding each essay is a short but thorough description of the politician and hisimportance in the
secession debate. Perfect for al large public and academic libraries and for any library with an interest in Southern
history.- TinaA. Oswald, Huntsville, AlabamaCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Excellent--exactly
what | was looking for."--Gretchen Green, Rockhurst College" Offers a broader, more diverse view of the Civil War
than previous volumes."--The Journal of Mississippi History"Excellent collection--more of the same needs to be
published!"--Mort Stewart, Western Washington University" The essays make us think, provoke usto question. In a
class of neo-Confederate Virginians, what better book to use! | love it."--John Herbert Roper, Emory and Hery
College"Excellent"--K. M. Startup, Williams Baptist College"An excellent example of socia history and its many
possibilities. A mgjor void in Civil War history has now been admirably filled."--William R. Wantland, Northwest
Nazarene College'[A] highly origina and pathbreaking collection of essays...[T]he essays are especially valuable



because they treat the experiences of ordinary people--black and white, male and female--in both North and
South...The editors' introduction and epilog and an extensive bibliography make this an especially useful source for
scholars and teachers."--Library Journal"Finaly the study of gender is out of the Civil War closet. Catherine Clinton
and Nina Silber have collected the latest and best historical essays of the emerging scholarship on the social history of
the Civil War. Divided Houses. Gender and the Civil War ranges from issues of masculinity and femininity to the
effect of war on African-American children. Thisis athoroughly useful, entirely readable, historically notable volume
stitched together by the perceptive commentary of the author-editors."--Jean H. Baker, Goucher College"Wonderful to
have information both men and women, black and white, north and south, masculinity and feminity, individuals and
households--all in one place."--Marilyn Dell, VirginiaWesleyan College"Divided Houses should be required reading
for al interested in how gender influences historical events, not just for students of the Civil War...[It] proves that
exhaustively-mined evidence can still yield new insights when carefully considered.”--Wanda Ellen Wakefield,
Southern Historian"An excellent job."--American Academic "Divided Houses should be required reading for all
interested in how gender influences historical events, not just for students of the Civil War. Proves that exhaustively-
mined evidence can still yield new insights when carefully considered."--Wanda Ellen Wakefield, SUNY -Buffalo



