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R. J. M. Blackett : Divided Hearts: Britain and the American Civil War before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Divided Hearts: Britain and the American Civil War:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not what | was expectingBy Mike R. HeathThe book is well written
and obviously well researched. But it is almost exclusively a book that concentrates on the ‘popular’ British reaction to
the American Civil War. Those looking for more detailed information about government actions and decisions
regarding the Union Blockade, The Trent Affair and any other official reactions would do better to find something
else.The book does, though, bring to light the less well known reactions of people in Britain who were affected by the
Civil War economically.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0807125954

Divided Hearts explores the passionate political strife that raged in Britain as aresult of the American Civil War.
Moving beyond Mary Ellison's 1972 landmark regional study of Lancashire cotton workers' reactions, R. J. M.
Blackett opens the subject to a new, wider transatlantic context of influence and undertakes a deftly researched and
written sociological, intellectual, and political examination of who in Britain supported the Union, who the
Confederacy, and why. The American Civil War had a profound effect on Britain's political culture; no other event
during that period -- not in Poland, Hungary, Italy, or British colonies -- compared. Blackett argues that the traditional
historiographical assessments of British partisanship along class and economic lines must be reevaluated in light of the
nature and changing contours of transatlantic abolitionist connections, the ways in which nationalism framed the
debate, and the effect that race -- among other issues -- exerted over the British public's perception of conditionsin
America. Divided Hearts presents a compelling and innovative thesis, one sure to engage scholars in many fields of
history.

About the AuthorR. J. M. Blackett is the Andrew Jackson Professor of History at Vanderbilt University and the author
of several books about nineteenth-century history, including Thomas Morris Chester: Black Civil War Correspondent.



