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John F Krumwiede : Disgrace at Gettysburg: The Arrest and Court Martial of Brigadier General Thomas A. 
Rowley  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Disgrace at 
Gettysburg: The Arrest and Court Martial of Brigadier General Thomas A. Rowley: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Great Biography on a Lesser Known GeneralBy Matthew 
BartlettBrigadier General Thomas A. Rowley is an interesting character in the annals of the American Civil War. As 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0786423099


time went through the war, Rowley usually found himself in the right place at the right time garnering promotions and 
climbing the ladder quickly. For most people, however, Rowley is an unknown character in the First Corps among 
other great leaders of Gettysburg taking a backseat to John Reynolds, Abner Doubleday and even Rufus Dawes of the 
6th Wisconsin. Here, in this work, John F. Krumwiede clarifies the issues surrounding the controversy of Rowley at 
the Battle of Gettysburg. John F. Krumwiede is a writer and researcher and has written many articles for Gettysburg 
Magazine and American Civil War. He has also written a work on the career of General James Wadsworth, another 
commander of the First Corps who was the head of the division which included the famous Iron Brigade. What 
Krumwiede has done in this work is brought a biography of a man who has not been written about much in Civil War 
history. Throughout the first few chapters in Disgrace at Gettysburg, Krumwiede has given us the biography which 
Rowley deserves. Though he is a “character” in the strongest sense of the word, the author does great work giving us 
insight into the man who would later be arrested after the first day at Gettysburg. During the first day of the Battle of 
Gettysburg, Brigadier General Thomas Rowley faced a dilemma. He had serious boils on his thighs which caused 
great pain for any sort of action which hindered his ability to command his forces properly. Under recommendation of 
the medic, he was not to ride a horse. This diagnosis was given on the march towards Gettysburg and Rowley refused 
riding any which way on the horse except the traditional way of riding the horse. The account which Krumwiede gives 
on Rowley at and on the way to Gettysburg is both informative and comical at some points. To read that Rowley was 
slurring through orders shouting that he was the head of the First Corps after Doubleday was promoted to corps 
command on the first day explains a lot about the confusion of battle on McPherson’s Ridge. Also, the way he was 
riding his horse, in a way to avoid riding traditionally, caused to his falling off and his saunter towards Cemetery 
Ridge. To ease the pain, his drinking of whiskey caused him to be arrested of public drunkenness and would face court 
martial. The best part of the work is the accounts of the court martial since Krumwiede separates the days helping the 
narrative move through the political end of the military. I highly recommend this book to any Civil War historian and 
Gettysburg enthusiast who wants to learn more of the obscure characters of the battle. Through all of the published 
works on Gettysburg, it is amazing that Rowley has largely been ignored. Now, Krumwiede has brought light to a man 
who has not seen it for some time. The narrative is flowing and easy to follow and his research is so in depth that no 
one can question this work. Disgrace at Gettysburg needs to be on the shelf of every Gettysburg researcher and 
historian.Matthew Bartlett - Author, Gettysburg Chronicle

The Battle of Gettysburg was a scene of roiling chaos. Thousands of casualties and an unexpected Union retreat left 
the field and its soldiers in utter confusion. It was in the midst of this uproar that Brigadier General Thomas A. 
Rowley, U.S.A., was arrested for drunkenness and disobedience. But what really happened on that chaotic day, and 
how did it affect Rowley and those around him in the years to come? A military man for many years, Rowley had 
served during the Mexican War and had worked his way up from second lieutenant to colonel. When the fighting 
began at Fort Sumter, he immediately offered his services to the Union Army. This volume chronicles Rowley's life up 
to the July 1, 1863, battle that ended his military career, with particular attention to the events of that fateful day. The 
author discusses the court martial's questionable guilty verdict and Rowley's reaction to it, as well as his role in a 
confrontation between Major General George Meade and G.K. Warren shortly after Lincoln and Stanton reversed the 
court martial's finding. Subsequent events in the careers of other participants including Lieutenant Colonel Rufus 
Dawes and Major General Abner Doubleday are also discussed. Sources include personal letters and diaries of the men 
who served with and under General Rowley. Pertinent information regarding the military rules of the period is 
provided in order to reveal how Rowley's case deviated from the norm. Finally, appendices provide a list of Rowley's 
commands, a roll of the court martial participants and Rowley's personal defense statement.

"valuable...recommended"--Military Images; "a fine addition...excellent...detailed...valuable book...impressive...well-
written"--The Civil War News; "substantial contribution"--The Civil War Courier; "accurate and insightful...historical 
work worth purchasing"--On Point; "highly recommend this book.... The narrative is flowing and easy to follow and 
his research is so in depth that no one can question this work...needs to be on the shelf of every Gettysburg researcher 
and historian"--Gettysburg Chronicle.About the AuthorWriter and researcher John F. Krumwiede has written articles 
for Gettysburg Magazine and America's Civil War. He lives in Tega Cay, South Carolina. 


