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Roy Edgar Appleman : Disaster in Korea: The Chinese Confront MacArthur (Texas A M University Military 
History)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Disaster in 
Korea: The Chinese Confront MacArthur (Texas A M University Military History): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Appleman does the topic the justice it, and our beloved Korean War 
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veterans, deserve.By The guy who actually does the work.Well researched, well written. I've read a ton of Korean war 
history including Appleman's East of Chosin. Appleman does an admirable job of mixing the high level with the first-
person-action viewpoints. His analysis is solid. I think he does a better job of it than SLA Marshall. I'm nitpicking - 
but more maps would have been helpful, and putting the maps closer to the related text would have been nice. I want 
to thank Mr. Appleman for taking the time to write about the 8th Army in Korea. They took a hell of a beating. It takes 
a ton of work to write a book like this and a casual observer might think, based on the relative number of volumes, that 
only the 1st Marine Division was fighting the Chinese in late 1950. But Appleman does the topic the justice it, and our 
beloved veterans, deserve. I highly recommend this book as required reading for any student of the Korean War.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Too dense for meBy Johnny RocketI had just read "We were Soldiers 
Once" and was impressed that a true war story could be so readable. So, I bought this. It may be excellent but I cannot 
force myself through the density.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy steven johnsonGreat 
seller and product

Explains how the Chinese Army drove MacArthur and the U.N. forces out of North Korea, and tells why the Chinese 
decided to intervene.

"The long-awaited official volume . . . is not likely to be as comprehensive and detailed on small-unit actions between 
24 November 1950 and 26 December 1950, as Roy E. Appleman's Disaster in Korea. Also, the official history is not 
expected to be as frank as Appleman's account of the defeat of the US Eighth Army by the Chinese Communist forces 
in late 1950. . . . It is doubtful that any researcher will surpass his mastery of the available documentation. . . . Perhaps 
his finest contribution in this significant, if altogether somber, book is his detective work in piecing together, mainly 
through interviews and correspondence with survivors, what happened to the United Nations forces near the 
Chongch'on River and Kunu-ri in Northwest North Korea in late November and early December 1950, especially the 
US 2d Infantry Division, which suffered near ruin as a fighting force. Appleman's research on the operations around 
Kunu-ri is particularly detailed and impressive in view of the loss or incompleteness of many unit records. . . . This is a 
solid work, but sometimes exhausting in details and certain to be controversial in evaluations of units and 
commanders."--D. Clayton James 


