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Randall M. Miller Ph.D., John David Smith : Dictionary of Afro-American Slavery:  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dictionary of Afro-American Slavery:: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Dictionary of Afro-Amrican SlaveryBy Eduardo EspinozaNot your 
standard short paragraph dictionary, this book offers straight forward explanations, embracing references from the past 
and insights not found in most secondary school text books. Would recommend as a good reference source offering 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0313238146


unbiased information about our early American history and culture.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Five StarsBy dale h. lyonsExcellent

Secondary school, public, and academic libraries will welcome this excellent one-volume encyclopedia. . . . Scholars 
seeking facts outside their specialty as well as generalists investigating aspects of American slavery can benefit from 
the Dictionary. A good subject index and cross-references facilitate access. Though some of the information can be 
found elsewhere, the focus here is unique, the articles combine substance with fluent style, and the whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts.Library Journal (starred review)This dictionary is the first comprehensive reference on Afro-
American slavery to appear since the 1960s. It fills a great gap in the historiography of slavery that has been created by 
the proliferation of modern slavery studies in the past twenty-five years, and provides the opportunity for synthesizing 
the best literature on the many and diverse topics relating to the slavery experience in North America. Miller and 
Smith include essays on the social, institutional, intellectual, and political aspects of slavery, written by leading experts 
in the field. The book covers a wide selection of materials in almost 300 articles that examine regional and 
geographical differences and changes in slavery from the first English settlement in North America to Reconstruction. 
The contributors offer both narrative summaries and interpretive arguments, and the editors have provided an 
explanatory introduction and a comprehensive subject index. Special care has been taken to include suggestions for 
further reading for each entry, and the topics have been selected for their importance to both specialists and 
nonspecialists.

From Library JournalSecondary school, public, and academic libraries will welcome this excellent one-volume 
encyclopedia. The 300 or so articles, which focus on places, persons, or themes, are frequently several pages long; the 
more than 200 authors are truly experts in their respective subjects, and several are well known. A brief bibliography 
follows every article; the citations, ranging from primary sources to recent scholarship, are limited to what the authors 
and editors consider the best of relevant writings. Reference librarians will applaud the knowledge and judgment 
reflected in the bibliographies, though a more rigorous check for post-1984 items would have strengthened this 
feature. Scholars seeking facts outside their specialty as well as generalists investigating aspects of American slavery 
can benefit from the Dictionary. A good subject index and cross-references facilitate access. Though some of the 
information can be found elsewhere, the focus here is unique, the articles combine substance with fluent style, and the 
whole is greater than the sum of its parts.- Sally Linden, Wellesley Coll. Lib., Mass.Copyright 1989 Reed Business 
Information, Inc. "The editors, recognized authorities on the subject of slavery (e.g., Smith's two-volume bibliography 
Black Slavery in the Americas), have filled a void in the literature by producing a magnificent reference compilation. 
Laboring over the past half decade, they have brought together nearly 300 individual articles covering the period from 
the first English settlement in America to Reconstruction after the Civil War. Each article includes a selected 
bibliography to lead readers to further scholarship on a given topic. The topics selected were chosen for their 
importance both to specialists and to general readers, and the articles were produced by contributors recognized for 
their special expertise in these assigned topics. Emphasis is placed on the social, institutional, intellectual, and political 
aspects of slavery. There are entries covering broad subjects as well as selected biographies of well-known persons 
involved in slavery. . . . [The] publication is so comprehensive and is sure to become a standard academic reference 
work on slavery, it should be a required purchase for academic libraries serving both undergraduate and graduate 
students." -- ChoiceFrom the PublisherThe editors, recognized authorities on the subject of slavery (e.g., Smith's two-
volume bibliography Black Slavery in the Americas), have filled a void in the literature by producing a magnificent 
reference compilation. Laboring over the past half decade, they have brought together nearly 300 individual articles 
covering the period from the first English settlement in America to Reconstruction after the Civil War. Each article 
includes a selected bibliography to lead readers to further scholarship on a given topic. The topics selected were 
chosen for their importance both to specialists and to general readers, and the articles were produced by contributors 
recognized for their special expertise in these assigned topics. Emphasis is placed on the social, institutional, 
intellectual, and political aspects of slavery. There are entries covering broad subjects as well as selected biographies 
of well-known persons involved in slavery. . . . [The] publication is so comprehensive and is sure to become a standard 
academic reference work on slavery, it should be a required purchase for academic libraries serving both 
undergraduate and graduate students. 


