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Rev. Alexanders D. Betts DD : Diary of a Confederate Chaplain (Expanded, Annotated)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Diary of a Confederate Chaplain (Expanded, 
Annotated): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Cassie M. SmithDescriptions make Confederate 
soldiers easy to see . This touched my heart showed the Human side of war.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy Gus D CrainA MUST READ BOOK.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Short, 
Sweet and WorthwhileBy J. Stephen ConnI have just finished reading this short volumne in a single sitting and found 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1519059248


it to be very worthwhile. The book, written in diary format, gives a very good insight into the War for Southern 
Independence from a Confederate chaplain's unique point of view. Although I thoroughly enjoyed the book, I rate it 
only four stars because of its brevity.Being written as a day-to-day journal, many of the entries are a bit sketchy. Still, 
several passages are very revealing and even emotionally moving. Readers desiring to know the truth about America's 
War of 1861-1865 (This book says it was not a true "Civil War") would do well to study the words of those who were 
actually a part of that unfortunate conflict, and not just the politically correct spin put on it by writers who were born a 
century or more later.J. Stephen ConnEditor, Confederate Digest

"C. H. Ruffin, of Nash Co., wounded yesterday. Dies in my arms—in perfect peace. Charlie enlisted at 17, and, 
perhaps, was the wildest boy in his Regiment." Secular or religious, you will find Alexander Betts' diary from his 
service in the American Civil War moving, interesting, and illuminating of its time. Edited and published by his son in 
1901, the diary entries provide fascinating details from everyday life during the war in the south. Betts barely mentions 
slavery, never mentions the names "Lincoln" or "Grant." He was referred to by Robert E. Lee as "that model 
chaplain." He attended to the spiritual needs of soldiers, yes, but also held many a dying man to comfort him. He was 
as devoted in his care to captured and wounded Union soldiers as his own. Every memoir of the American Civil War 
provides us with another view of the catastrophe that changed the country forever.

About the AuthorA.D. Betts was a minister in the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, and served as a chaplain to the 
30th North Carolina Infantry. He entered the service at Smithville, North Carolina, and soon joined the Confederate 
armies in Virginia. This transcription of A.D. Betts' diary gives a clear picture of the work of a Confederate army 
chaplain during the U.S. Civil War at, amongst other places, Sharpsburg and Gettysburg. 


