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Carman Cumming : Devil's Game: The Civil War Intriguesof Charles A. Dunham before purchasing it in order

to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Devil's Game: The Civil War Intrigues of Charles A.
Dunham:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Oh What a Tangled Web We Weave ...By PoetMikeMeticulously

researched history of acon man par excellence. Cumming records as accurately as possible the "game within agame”
deceptions of Dunham, which ultimately defy even the most searching attempts to untangle. Thisis abit of a specialty
book - possibly a bit too dense in places for some general readers - but for any historian or history buff with their head


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0252075196

deeply in the political side of the Civil War, it isessential reading. I'm so in awe of the careful research done by
Carman Cumming, and grateful for the information packed into this book, including long quotations from original
source material .0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. One of the most important books ever written about
a...By Steven HagerOne of the most important books ever written about a political fixer who operated with impunity
during the Civil War, bribing, bulling and conniving his way through the corridors of power. Nothing he said could
ever be believed, and he often presented multiple sides of astory asif debating himself using fake names. But the most
important element so overlooked were the letters found in his hotel that connected him to the Radical Republican
Cabal that tried to prevent Lincoln's second term by running Salmon Chase against him. That cabal lost their election,
but pressed on with their agenda anyway.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Absolutely thrilling! By
Abigail ScottCumming's book on Charles Dunham -- known to many by his most prominent alias, Sanford Conover --
fillsagap in Civil War research in the most delightful manner. Dunham'’s various ploys, scams, and intrigues, under a
dozen different alias, are fascinating and dizzying, and Cumming's clever tracking of this ellusive fellow is very
satisfying. Better by far than fiction, the outlandish story of Dunham -- including his employment by the gov't to
perjure at the trial of the "conspirators' to murder Lincoln -- is quite aride.Certainly a must-read for those who've read
the Trial, and want to understand Conover's frustratingly confusing testimony.

Devil's Game traces the amazing career of Charles A. Dunham, Civil War spy, forger, journalist, and master of dirty
tricks. Writing for avariety of New Y ork papers under alternate names, Dunham routinely faked stories, created new
identities, and later boldly cast himself to play those roles. He achieved his greatest infamy when he was called to
testify in Washington concerning Abraham Lincoln's assassination. Many parts of Dunham's career remain shadowy,
but Cumming offers the first detailed tour of Dunham's convoluted, high-stakes, international deceits, including his
effort to sell Lincoln on plansfor araid to capture Jefferson Davis. Exhaustively researched and unprecedented in
depth, this carefully crafted assessment of Dunham's motives, personality, and the complex effects of his schemes
changes assumptions about covert operations during the Civil War.

From Publishers WeeklyA showcase for political and military genius, the Civil War was also a breeding ground for
epic frauds, according to this engaging historical study of agreat period con-artist. A New Y ork City lawyer and
Demacratic hack, Charles Dunham found the wartime atmosphere of suspicion and hysteria a perfect climate for his
talents as forger, propagandist and agent provocateur. Working (probably) with Union officials, Dunham invented a
stable of fictional identities, some of whom fomented fake Confederate raids, sabotage operations and assassination
plans, while others reported on these imaginary plotsin Northern newspapers to arouse public ire and smear
Copperhead opponents of the war. The network of false personas grew so complex that at one point Dunham offered a
reward for his own capture and was duly arrested. At war’s end, his machinations grew murkier, as he set up a" School
of Perjury” to provide phony witnesses, including his wife and brother-in-law, to investigators looking for evidence to
incriminate Jefferson Davisin Lincoln’s assassination. When that scam landed him in prison, he started a new one
offering fake proof of Andrew Johnson’s complicity in the murder to Radical Republicans trying to impeach the
President. Although Dunham’ s labyrinthine schemes can sometimes be eye-glazing, his skillful lying and sheer
chutzpah make for entertaining reading. His main historical interest, though, lies in the immense number of false leads
he generated to tantalize Lincoln conspiracy theorists. Journalism professor Cummings, author of Secret Craft: The
Journalism of Edward Farrer, does afine job of untangling fact from fiction. His thorough research and careful
judgments throw arevealing light on many outstanding controversiesin Civil War covert operations and Lincoln
conspiracy studies. Photos. Copyright © Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved. “ The first extensive treatment of [Dunham’s| mendacious career. . . . Well worth reading for a glimpse at the
termites that are eternally at work in the foundations of historical truth.”--Civil War Book



