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Louis Zamperini, David Rensin : Devil at My Heels: A Heroic Olympian's Astonishing Story of Survival asa
Japanese POW in World War |l before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Devil at My Heels: A Heroic Olympian's Astonishing Story of Survival as a Japanese POW in World
War II:
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416 of 423 people found the following review helpful. Comparing to UnbrokenBy Unclebettyl had read Unbroken
first, then received Devil At My Heals as agift on my IPAD. | decided to go ahead and read this version and was
struck by how the first half of both books were basically identical, though more "first person experiences' with Devil
than Unbroken. What became more striking with Devil isthat the experience in war as a prisoner was really just
prologue for his ultimate life's work which was his service to God. Y ou do not get that sense with the Unbroken
version. He never claimed to be a hero, claiming rather to be a survivor who got alot of press. Histale of survival was
amazing and his commitment to God after his post war traumais equally admirable as his ability to survive the war. |
would recommend the Devil version over the Unbroken version because it seemed more of a personal story as opposed
to just asurvival story.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Was aware of Mr. Zamparini, from what |
...By antyemWas aware of Mr. Zamparini, from what | had seen on TV. However, the strength of these men who were
held captive by the Japanese was impressive. Just surviving the crash at sea of their plane was avictory in itself. Then
to survive the prison camps was another. Y et another personal ook into the impossible odds of war.1 of 1 people
found the following review helpful. ... live near Zamperini Field in Torrance and I'm SO glad | read his own account
of hislifeBy Brian from los angelesl live near Zamperini Field in Torrance and I'm SO glad | read his own account of
hislife! Like many real-life heroes he downplays his feats and Louisis frank about his bad-boy childhood. A great
American story.

The bestselling autobiography of the legendary Louis Zamperini, hero of the blockbuster Unbroken.A modern classic
by an American legend, Devil at My Heelsisthe riveting and deeply personal memoir by U.S. Olympian, World War
[ bombardier, and POW survivor Louis Zamperini. Hisinspiring story of courage, resilience, and faith has captivated
readers and audiences of Unbroken, now a major motion picture directed by Angelina Jolie. In Devil at My Heels, his
official autobiography (co-written with longtime collaborator David Rensin), Zamperini shares his own first-hand
account of extraordinary journey—hailed as “one of the most incredible American lives of the past century”
(People).A youthful troublemaker, aworld-class NCAA miler, a 1936 Olympian, a WW!II bombardier: Louis
Zamperini had afuller life than most. But on May 27, 1943, it all changed in an instant when his B-24 crashed into the
Pacific Ocean, leaving Louis and two other survivors drifting on araft for forty-seven days and two thousand miles,
waiting in vain to be rescued. And the worst was yet to come when they finally reached land, only to be captured by
the Japanese. Louis spent the next two years as a prisoner of war—tortured and humiliated, routinely beaten, starved
and forced into slave labor—while the Army Air Corps declared him dead and sent official condolencesto his family.
On his return home, memories of the war haunted him nearly destroyed his marriage until a spiritual rebirth
transformed him and led him to dedicate the rest of hislong and happy life to helping at-risk youth. Told in
Zamperini’s own voice, Devil at My Heels is an unforgettable memoir from one of the greatest of the “ Greatest
Generation,” aliving document about the brutality of war, the tenacity of the human spirit, and the power of faith.

From Library Journal Zamperini was an intractable troublemaker of a youth who became a champion runner,
competing in the 1936 Olympics and shaking hands with Hitler and Goebbels. When war seemed inevitable, he joined
the Army Air Corps and flew a number of combat missionsin the Pacific as a B-24 bombardier. In May 1943, his
plane crashed on aroutine search mission, and Zamperini and two survivors floated on araft for 47 days before being
taken prisoner by the Japanese. He spent the rest of the war in prison camps undergoing terrible abuse, as did many
prisoners in Japan. After the war, disaffected and rootless, he attended an early Billy Graham revival and found
religion. He became an inspirational speaker, eventually returned to Japan to confront and forgive his captors, and
spent the rest of hislife spreading Christianity and supporting various Christian endeavors. His memoir will fit well in
inspirational collections, but it is aso awell-written addition to the growing body of World War Il personal narratives.
Zamperini's positive attitude, resilience, and narrative strength make this a reasonable purchase for many public
libraries and military collections. [During the 1998 Winter Olympics in Japan, Zamperini's story and dramatic return to
face his torturer was chronicled on CBS's 48 Hours.-Ed.]-Edwin B. Burgess, U.S. Army Combined Arms Research
Lib., Fort Leavenworth, K.--Edwin B. Burgess, U.S. Army Combined Arms Research Lib., Fort Leavenworth, KS
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistZamperini and Rensin devote three-quarters of the
former's autobiography to his ups and downs before the influence of Billy Graham turned him around and he became a
well-known inspirational speaker. A near delinquent in interwar Los Angeles, he neverthel ess became a good enough
runner to make the U.S. team for the 1936 Olympics. Later, serving in the Army Air Forcein World War 11, he
survived six weeks adrift on araft after his plane went down at sea and then, more than two years of particularly
atrocious treatment as a prisoner of the Japanese. His postwar rehabilitation involved opportunities missed, money
squandered, and sieges of alcoholism until Graham's counsel took hold (he aso credits his wife, paying her generous
tribute). His book not only retells the interesting life story of a generation now passing from the scene but also adds
significantly to knowledge of each of the kinds of experience he underwent. It will find readers and please them.
Roland GreenCopyright © American Library Association. All rights reservedFrom the Back CoverA youthful
troublemaker, aworld-class NCAA miler, 21936 Olympian, a WWII bombardier: Louis Zamperini had afuller life



than most. But on May 27, 1943, it all changed in an instant when his B-24 crashed into the Pacific Ocean, leaving
Louis and two other survivors drifting on araft for forty-seven days and two thousand miles, waiting in vain to be
rescued. And the worst was yet to come when they finally reached land, only to be captured by the Japanese. Louis
spent the next two years as a prisoner of war—tortured and humiliated, routinely beaten, subjected to medical
experiments, starved and forced into slave labor—while the Army Air Corps declared him dead and sent official
condolences to his family.Thisis the remarkable true story of accomplishment, glory, disaster, survival, and true
heroism made famous by Laura Hillenbrand in her #1 New Y ork Times bestseller Unbroken. Told in Louis
Zamperini’s own words, Devil at My Heelsis a stirring memaoir from one of the greatest of the “ Greatest Generation,”
aliving document about the brutality of war, the tenacity of the human spirit, and the power of forgiveness.



