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Patrick R. Pearsey : Detective Benjamin Thornton:: Black Police Officer in Victorian Indianapolis  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Detective Benjamin 
Thornton:: Black Police Officer in Victorian Indianapolis: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Paul RamOnGreat read!1 of 1 people found the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1522895477


following review helpful. Detective Thornton many may say an ordinary life but was it ??By Jo A MooreI am honest 
that I just now ordered this book. I am a friend of the author's but I want the customers to know that I am aware of 
some of what this book has to offer. I am also keenly familiar with the amount of research and painstaking accuracy 
that Pat Pearsey this author requires of himself. This book was made possible by researching the newspaper's of this 
era, it is a compilation of these articles that outline Det Thornton's life. This book is about a man who deserves every 
bit of our current society embracing his legacy; this man left us many life lessons. I wish I had known in life Detective 
Thornton.Detective Thornton is an amazing man especially if one considers the time for our culture that he lived in 
and was able to persevere and achieve so much for his life, his family and the citizens of Indianapolis.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. It's just plain awesome!By CustomerIf you are into Indiana history, this book is a 
must have. This book is actually exciting to read. Benjamin Thornton had a remarkable life and refused to let anything 
get in his way of success or a successful outcome to any case he worked. This book chronicles his life and how he 
overcame racism, diversity and slavery. It's just plain awesome!

Born a slave, 12 year old Ben Thornton ran away and reached the Union army lines. In 1876 he became one of the first 
African-American police officers in Indianapolis, Indiana. In 1886 he was chosen as the first of his race to serve as a 
detective in that city's police force. Detective Ben Thornton became nationally famous for his skill in tracking down 
criminals. This is a true account of his life and the many cases he worked.

About the AuthorPatrick R. Pearsey is a 36-year civilian employee of the Indianapolis Police Department (renamed 
the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department in 2007). He has been interested in the history of the department for 
many years. This is his first book. 


