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USN Adm. James Stavridis : Destroyer Captain: Lessons of a First Command  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Destroyer Captain: Lessons of a First Command: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Destroyer Captain describes life on the USS Barry (DDG-52) in 
...By Kindle CustomerDestroyer Captain describes life on the USS Barry (DDG-52) in the mid 1990's. It is based on 
the personal diary of the Commanding Officer at that time (then) CDR James Stavridis and shipboard activities are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1591141850


seen through his eyes. Taylor sailors will recognize the similarity between evolutions on the Barry and those on the 
Taylor 30-50 years earlier. The equipment may be modern, the crew may be from the next generation and the ocean 
may be the Atlantic, but the leadership and most of the operational issues are the same. Much has not changed. This 
book, published in 2008, is a page turner that will bring back memories.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Easy ReadBy GailkaIt was a good, easy read. I got an appreciation for how long a sea tour can be, which was 
more than two years in this case. I also got an appreciation for the complexities of operating naval ships close to each 
other, e.g. 100 ft when taking on supplies. I will read it again on the way to and from Austin.4 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. This book was interesting but overall a disappointment. The author focuses on his social 
activities on ...By carrington brownThis book was interesting but overall a disappointment. The author focuses on his 
social activities on shore, the novels he read on his cruise and expressing wonderful thoughts about his fellow officers. 
His time in command included a technical marvel of a ship, and participation in interesting international events, 
stormy weather, etc. but it is left to the reader to imagine the details. Patrick O'Brian's books provide a better view of 
the life a warship commander.

Adm. James Stavridis, USN (Ret.) commanded the destroyer USS Barry (DDG 52) from 1993–1995 and Barry won 
the Battenberg Cup as the top ship in the Atlantic Fleet while under his command. In 1998, he commanded destroyer 
Squadron 21 and deployed to the Arabian Gulf, winning the Navy League’s John Paul Jones Award for Inspirational 
Leadership. He became Commander of European Command and Supreme Allied Commander, Europe in early 
summer 2009.

“Destroyer Captain is a quick and enjoyable read. The writing flows like a good conversation with an old friend. This 
occurs in part because the chapters are short and succinct, enabling the reader to zip through the prose. Particularly 
valuable are transcripts of Stavridis’ speeches to his crew on Memorial Day and during the Change of Command at the 
end of his tour…It is recommended for anyone who is interested in or has fond memories of naval service.” ? Naval 
Historical Foundation“This is a stirring tale of leadership challenge and the responsibility of command. How fitting 
that Admiral Stavridis' command experience was shaped by the adventures of guiding the USS Barry and her intrepid 
crew?a ship named for Irish American John Barry, a courageous warrior who led during the formative days of our 
fledgling republic. The 'good fortune and great heart' Admiral Stavridis ascribes to Barry is manifest in Destroyer 
Captain as timeless truths about leadership that accrues great benefit to all Americans thanks to those like Admiral 
Stavridis who defend us.” ?Sean O'Keefe, Secretary of the Navy, 1992-93“Jim Stavridis' Destroyer Captain?a 
REQUIRED read for all who aspire to command at sea and anyone who wants to know what Conrad was really talking 
about. Stavridis tells you how it was?the ups and downs, the good and the bad?not how somebody thinks you ought to 
hear it. I loved it!” ?Adm. Robert J. Natter, USN (Ret.), Commander in Chief, U.S. Atlantic Fleet, 2001-04“With all 
the joy, doubt, self-examination, hope, and fear of a first command, Stavridis offers an honest assessment of his 
experiences from the bridge to help readers grasp the true nature of command at sea. Officers from all the services, 
especially surface warfare naval officers aspiring to command, will find these lessons of a first command by one of the 
Navy’s most respected admirals both entertaining and instructive.” ? Sea Classics“With his insider details about the 
real worries and triumphs of command, Destroyer Captain is a must read for all naval officers and a fascinating 
adventure for everyone who loves the U.S. Navy.” ?Robert N. Macomber, Award-winning author of the Honor 
Series“Ought to be read by those aspiring to leadership positions at sea (and land) from lead petty officers to future 
skippers.”? Great Lakes Bulletin“Destroyer Captain is interesting and entertaining and educational to anyone who has 
a leadership role at sea?or even on land. In an exciting and thoroughly enjoyable way, Admiral Stavridis explains the 
highs and lows of his first test in running an organization?in this case more than 300 Navy personnel deployed on a 
major U.S. warship. One can easily see why the qualities he exhibited as commanding officer of USS Barry have 
earned him his current position as an incredibly well respected four star admiral in charge of the U.S. Southern 
Command.”?Mel M. Immergut, Chairman, Milbank, Tweed, Hadley McCloy LLP. New York, New York“The 
window into the thoughts and feelings of one of the Navy’s most successful officers of the era makes this a captivating 
read and is one of the most valuable aspects of the book. Every military officer and member of the joint and 
interagency warfighting team will gain precious insight into what it is really like commanding a U.S. Navy ship and 
leading sailors.”?Joint Force Quarterly“Designed to be a good read for anyone fascinated with what life is like behind 
the doors of the captain’s cabin. Fortunately, Stavridis is a writer who is not only good with the small details of daily 
life but shares a sense of history and awe of the sea. Simply, he is in love with command at sea, and you feel it 
throughout the entire book.”? Naval War College About the AuthorAdm. James Stavridis, USN (Ret.) is a 1976 
distinguished graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who spent over 35 years on active service in the Navy. He 
commanded destroyers and a carrier strike group in combat and served for seven years as a four-star admiral, 
including nearly four years as the first Navy officer chosen as Supreme Allied Commander for Global Operations at 
NATO. After retiring from the Navy he was named the dean of The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University in 2013. In addition, he currently serves as the U.S. Naval Institute's Chair of the Board of Directors. He 



has written articles on global security issues for The New York Times, The Washington Post, Atlantic Magazine, 
Naval War College , and Proceedings and is the author or co-author of several books, including Command at Sea 6th 
Ed. and Destroyer Captain. 


