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Thomas was born during the Great Depression. He grew up in the rural community of Short Creek, Alabama, on the 
Locust Fork of the Black Warrior River where farm work was mainly what he did in those early years, but he always 
had a dream of one day being a military man. A little too young for World War Two, he was ready when the Korean 
War broke out. He hitchhiked across America on his way to a destination called Evil. When the Russian MIG-15 
landed at Kimpo Air Field north of Seoul, Korea, Thomas was right there immediately and secured the plane and the 
area and guarded the plane for about four hours. Fifty-four years later he was reunited with Lt. No Kum Sok (Ken 
Rowe), the MIG-15 pilot, at the Southern Museum of Flight in Birmingham, Alabama. He and Lt. No were featured in 
a PBS documentary which aired several times on television. He and his wife, Annette Bell, have been married fifty-
five years with three children: Patricia Ann, Thomas Keith, and Mark Edward. They have seven grandchildren: 
Rachel, Jeremy, Joshua, Krystal, Kurtis, Heather, and Blake.


