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Mario T. Garca: Desert Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso, 1880-1920 (The Yale Western Americana
Series, 32) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Desert
Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso, 1880-1920 (The Y ale Western Americana Series, 32):
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4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. GreatBy R.P.G.This book is an excellent study that gives
background on the historical cultural makeup of El Paso, TX. Garcia explores the relationship between Anglo
Americans and Mexicang/Mexican Americans. The author argues, among other things, that economic interdependence
led to an atmaosphere of racial and ethnic cooperation. It puts to bed the myth of the so-called racial harmony that
existsin many borderland communities. It is however an older study that could perhaps help another generation of
scholars pick up where Garcialeft off.* Note on the only other review of this book: It's sad that people would give a
book they never even bothered to read a one-star rating.

Garca explores the relationship of class, race, and labor in El Paso, documenting the evolution of work, housing,
education, politics, and culture in the Mexican community. Desert Immigrants makes a significant contribution not
only to Chicano and Mexican history, but to the history of immigration and labor and urban studies as well.

From the Back Cover'The book isamajor contribution- the product of serious research, competently written, and
almost entirely free of partisan emotion.' -C.L. Sonnichsen, Journal of Arizona HistoryAbout the AuthorMario T.
Garciais professor of history and Chicano studies at the University of Californiain Santa Barbara.



