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Bruce Allen Watson : Desert Battles: From Napoleon to the Gulf War (Stackpole Military History Series)
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Desert Battles. From
Napoleon to the Gulf War (Stackpole Military History Series):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Needed a subject matter expert to review before release! By M.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811733807

FordOverall thiswas a pretty good overview and well worth the quick read it was.However, it isfull of errors about
equipment used and also has errors in the timing of when events happened. His opinion at the end is also not needed.
95% of the problems would have been solved by hiring a military expert to proof the actual equipment used in the
battles and the timing of how things actually happened!!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Decent, but
information not new, can go to ...By Irag Combat VetDecent , but information not new , can go to Osprey and find
more reliable information on subjects.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very imaginative authorBy
KurdajAfter finishing the book, | wonder if the author wishes he could have written about something different, but
there was only money in writing about this topic, so the author took the assignment and then shoe-horned his own
opinion in at the end. Up until the last chapter, the narrative is coherent, entertaining, and informative. But that last
step isadoozy.Basicaly, it comes down to how history has changed warfare forever, to the point that war is no longer
sustainable in the way the West is now doing it. The weapons are too destructive, expensive, and mean-spirited to be
employed for much longer. It was different in smpler times when to kill another man, you had to meet them eye-to-
eye, and generals had to more-or-less field an equal force as the enemy. Now, a single technician can annihilate an
entire nation-state from anywhere in the world. Thisis a game-changing transformation.It means that the culture of
annihilation practiced by our military and government is no longer appropriate. Restraint in the use of force must be
exercised. Branding an entire group as "the enemy" and then blithely allowing that group's destruction to happen as a
result of "collateral damage," or some other sanitized cliche because of how little the military is accountable for their
own havoc will not succeed anymore. Not only will the public not tolerate seeing pictures of vast swathes of
devastation, but basic human decency should dictate that our soldiers use the minimum amount of violence necessary
to achieve victory.The author points out that even the goal of victory isamisleading and futile endeavor, because what
isvictory? Isit the death of anyone who disagrees with Western politics enough to pick up agun, or just the
acquisition of a peace treaty? Does a situation suddenly become "ok" when representatives sign a paper promising they
won't commit these atrocities anymore (but you can't come back and check up on us)?Especialy the last few pages of
the last chapter, my hi-liter was getting a serious work-out. There's some intense fodder for some debate about the
virtues of war, or if ever war isaviable aternative to conflict resolution. | disagree with the author on some points -
mostly based on circumstantial evidence. But that's the problem - reality, like the enemy, gets to vote on the success of
your plan, whether you like it or not.

Accounts of men at war in some of the world's most hostile environments Surprising and illuminating conclusions
about desert warfare Features chapters on:Napoleon's expedition to Egypt in 1798-99The British campaign along
India's northwest frontier from 1849 to 1852The Iraq campaign during World War 1 The British counterattack against
the Italiansin North Africain 1940-41The exploits of Erwin Rommel and his Afrika Korpsin North Africain
1941The 1973 Y om Kippur WarThe 1991 Gulf WarDesert Battles is a study of the nature of desert warfare with
special attention to the evolution of weaponry, the organization of forces, the impact of the desert environment on the
ability of those forces to sustain battle, and the influences of the desert on battle tactics.

"A solid military study that is well worth the read." About the AuthorBruce Allen Watson is professor emeritus at
Diablo Valley College and author of several books.



