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Brian P. Janiskee, Ken Masugi : Democracy in California: Politics and Government in the Golden State  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Democracy in California: 
Politics and Government in the Golden State: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good data, biased commentaryBy CharlotteThere is a lot of useful 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1442247533


information in this book. However, Ken Masugi's conservative leanings taint the middle chapters with unnecessary 
political commentary, subtly suggesting, for instance, that activists inappropriately protested Prop 8 and that lower tax 
rates are a smarter choice than higher ones. There are certainly arguments to be made for these points of view -- but 
they are presented as fact, a choice that lowered my confidence in the validity of the rest of the book's contents. Give 
this book a read, yes -- but take its middle chapters with a grain of salt.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Fine civics textBy Reader 47Fine civics text, An excellent government discussion about our nation's most 
populous state and a very successful one at that. I highly recommend it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Informative and interestingBy AnthonyI thoroughly enjoyed that despite how brief this book is, there is a 
surprising amount of information of which I did know despite living here for many years.

Democracy in California: Politics and Government in the Golden State is a readable and thought-provoking textbook, 
which clearly explains the politics and character of California's governmental institutions and the dynamics affecting 
the lives of Californians. In addition to thorough coverage of California's constitution and development, this book also 
examines each branch of government as well as local systems. As Janiskee and Masugi explore the nature of public 
opinion, parties, and campaigns, they show the effects that the state's diverse population has on all levels of politics 
and government.The fourth edition is updated throughout and includes analysis of the 2012 and 2014 elections and 
discussion of recent events such asimmigration reform, Jerry Brown’s second term,the new primary election 
system,revised term limits,and the revision of the “three strikes” law.New case studies in each chapter bring ideas to 
life and challenge students to become active participants in California politics. Perfect for courses in American 
government and state and local politics, Democracy in California is a succinct guide to the governmental intricacies of 
our nation's most populous state. 

of previous edition: In their succinct, highly-readable, and now updated guide to California politics, Janiskee and 
Masugi provide a historical overview and contemporary account of the major constitutional features, governmental 
arrangements, fiscal practices, and diverse social characteristics of the Golden State. Aiming high, they consciously 
model their Democracy in California on Tocqueville's Democracy in America. They offer thoughtful meditations on 
Tocqueville's insights into the principles, problems, and prospects of democratic life. Their aim is uncannily accurate. 
This is an indispensable book for anyone wishing to understand and assess the successes and failures of California 
politics and government. (Ralph A. Rossum, Claremont McKenna College) of previous edition: Janiskee and Masugi 
have done it again..., producing a cogent analysis of California politics that is both timely and rooted in historical 
context. With tight prose and thorough research, it shows how Progressivism continues to shape state politics, with 
results that are often far from progressive. This book is a wonderful brief introduction to the not-always-golden 
politics of the Golden State. (John J. Pitney Jr., Roy P. Crocker Professor of American Politics, Claremont McKenna 
College)About the AuthorBrian P. Janiskee received his Ph.D. from Michigan State University and is professor and 
chair of the Department of Political Science at California State University, San Bernardino, where he is also a faculty 
member in the national security studies program. He has published several articles and books on such topics as special 
districts, crime policy, presidential elections, American colonial local government, and national security.Ken Masugi 
received his Ph.D. from the New School for Social Research and teaches for Johns Hopkins University’s Center for 
Advanced Studies in American Government in Washington, DC. He is editor of Interpreting Tocqueville's 
"Democracy in America" (described in the American Political Science as representing a "revolution in Tocqueville 
scholarship") and coeditor of four other books on modern and American political thought. A Senior Fellow of the 
Claremont Institute, Masugi is currently completing a monograph on Democracy in America. 


