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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book! JJ Hoyle was a distant relative of ...By Stan 
HaynesExcellent book ! JJ Hoyle was a distant relative of mine. I had 8 relatives in Co F of the 55th including 3G 
grandfather Eli Hoyle and 3 of his sons! This book hits close to my heart and puts me directly in the shoes of my 
ancestors as I read it! Thank You for this book!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dvorah 
Bat-ZionI have truly enjoyed reading my cousin's letters to his wife during the Civil War.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. DELIVER US from this CRUEL WARBy HELEN WHISNANTWonderful and touching 
glimpses of the life of a Confederate Civil War Soldier! These letters were kept by his wife.

Joseph J. Hoyle enlisted in the Confederate Army in May 1862 as a private. By the time of his death in September 
1864, he was serving as a lieutenant in the 55th Regiment North Carolina Troops. The personal letters of this soldier, 
supplemented by the editor's overview of the events and actions of the regiment, offer a view of the common soldier as 
well as battlefield and camp culture. The letters also reveal, among other things, how this former schoolteacher urged 
his fellow soldiers forward at Gettysburg despite a sense that the cause was lost.

"This collection provides good insight into the fate of the common soldier in Lee's Army...Girvan has done a fine 
job"--Blue Gray Magazine; "a welcome addition"--North Carolina Historical ; "excellent historical 
overviews...solid...an excellent contribution to Civil War soldier studies"--soldierstudies.org; "Girvan has edited an 
exemplary collection of letters"--The Journal of Southern History.About the AuthorJeffrey M. Girvan is a social 
studies professional development specialist with Prince William County Schools in Virginia. 


