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Andrew Thomas: Defiant, Blenheim and Havoc Aces (Aircraft of the Aces) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Defiant, Blenheim and Havoc Aces (Aircraft of the Aces):

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Its great though so buy itBy PeterSomehow | thought thiswas a
book about BATTLESHIPS. Its great though so buy it.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Good read of
alesser known topicBy Timothy Weinschenkerl found this to be awell written book on a most unusua and mostly
unknown (at least to me) subject. | was really surprised to read about the early daylight successes of the Boulton Paul
Defiant. | recommend this to all World War Two aviation enthusiasts.3 of 5 people found the following review
helpful. Outstanding RAF read !By Anthony ButtacavoliVery good book centered on several of the lesser known
types that were nonetheless all Britain had in the early innings of WW2. Well written,presented,and researched a must
for any student of the period '39-'42,when our backs were against the wall and the issue was still very much in doubt.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1849086664

The World War 1 concept of the two-seat fighter persisted during the interwar period, with the RAF's biplane Demons
being replaced by the twin-engined Blenheim |F - afighter derivative of the light bomber then in service. By the start
of World War 2 four regular and three Auxiliary squadrons of Fighter Command flew them, although very soon over a
dozen more received them, albeit some used the Blenheim as interim equipment. The Blenheim IF flew some of
Fighter Command's early offensive operations, and the type soon proved vulnerable when pitted against single-seat
fighters. However, for much of 1940 the Blenheim fighter squadrons provided the RAF's main long-range convoy
escort and nightfighter capability. Indeed it was a Blenheim that achieved the first night victory using then secret
airborne radar, and many of the RAF's leading nightfighter aces were to learn their craft when flying the type. In the
mid-1930s, in an attempt to capitalise on its expertise in power-operated gun turrets, the Boulton Paul company
developed the Defiant, a single-engined fighter in which all the armament was concentrated in the turret behind the
pilot. Intended as a'bomber destroyer', the Defiant had its combat debut over Dunkirk, and initially achieved some
considerable success. It sustained heavy losses when confronted by single-seat fighters, however. Later, with the
Battle of Britain at its height, the two Defiant squadrons were deployed to southeast England, where, in spite of some
early victories, they sustained crippling losses. These units, joined by afurther ten squadrons, were then switched to
nightfighter work, and achieved considerable success in holding the line through the night Blitz. The last examples
were not finally withdrawn from frontline units until 1942. The fall of France saw an increasing number of American-
built aircraft that had been ordered by the French government flown to Britain, including large numbers of Douglas
DB-7 light bombers. Named Havoc by the RAF, some were fitted with radar for nightfighter duties and others
replaced the Blenheim as night intruders. They proved successful in both roles. Less successfully, Havocs were also
modified to mount an airborne searchlight to illuminate enemy bombers whilst others were employed as airborne
minelayersto lay parachute mines ahead of enemy bombers. A total of 11 pilots claimed five or more victories when
flying these three types to become aces, whilst no fewer than became 33 more aces claimed at least part of their scores
when flying the Blenheim, Defiant or Havoc. More than 100 further aces a so flew them, often honing and developing
their skills before moving onto more efficacious nightfighters such as the Mosquito or Beaufighter.

“This absorbing account begins with abang ... And it gets better from there.” ?David L. Veres,
www.cybermaodeler.com*...provides afine survey of some of the lesser-known fighter planes to serve with the RAF in
World War 11, and the pilots that flew them.” 2James A. Cox, The Bookwatch (September 2012)About the
AuthorAndrew Thomasis one of Britain's leading RAF researchers, having published numerous articles and books on
the subject, aswell asreadily assisting other authors. He joined the RAF to fly straight from school, and has
maintained an enthusiastic interest in the history and development of his Service throughout his career. He has
previously published a number of volumesin the renowned Osprey 'Aircraft of the Aces series.



