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Stanley Sloan : Defense of the West: NATO, the European Union and the Transatlantic Bargain  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Defense of the West: NATO, 
the European Union and the Transatlantic Bargain: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Authoritative and timely!By DefenderStan Sloan's superb update on 
the transatlantic bargain benefits from the author's deep experience and historically-rooted understanding of the 
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enduring debates among NATO, the European Union, and the all-important security dimension of transatlantic 
politics. In this critical juncture for all three institutions, "Defense of the West" is timely and needed: scholars, 
practitioners, students, and concerned citizens will find this work informative and illuminating.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerBest quality!!really useful!

Defense of the West delivers a clear and balanced interpretive history of transatlantic security relations from the late 
1940s until 2015. The author writes in the authoritative and highly readable style that has made his work required 
reading for policy makers as well as academic experts on and students of international relations on both sides of the 
Atlantic. The lively text is also highly accessible for the citizen who wants to develop their understanding of how the 
United States and Europe came to their current, complex security relationship. The analysis suggests that the 
democratic principles and shared interests on which NATO and the European Union are based serve as the foundation 
for 'the West', a term that originated in the Cold War conflict between western democracies and the Soviet Union, but 
which continues to have meaning today in light of new challenges to Western security.

Stanley R. Sloan's Defense of the West: NATO, The European Union, and the Transatlantic Bargain is a 
comprehensive and accessible summary of the origins and purpose of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), 
its evolution over time, and its future prospects. While published just prior to the June 2016 "Brexit" vote in the U.K. 
and Donald Trump's U.S. electoral victory in November 2016, the book is highly relevant to contemporary debates 
over NATO's future and the U.S.' role in the alliance. It is a must-read for anyone--scholars and practitioners alike--
interested in U.S. foreign and defence policy. by John A. Pennell, Defence Report, 22 February 2017"Stanley Sloan's 
Defense of the West deserves a wide audience and would be eminently suitablefor a course on NATO or security 
studies more generally. It should also be placed onDonald Trump's reading list. The National Security Advisor could 
use to good effect the "questionsfor discussion" at the end of each chapter in an effort to explain the intricacies of 
Americandiplomacy as it pertains to NATO and, more generally, to the institutional underpinnings ofthe long post-war 
peace." -  Professor James Sperling, European Security (excerpt), March 24, 2017."'The PfP concept was a 
policymaker's dream. It signalled to those who aspired to membership that they had been heard. Yet it made no 
commitment concerning the future. Perhaps most crucially, it bought time. It avoided destabilizing relations with 
Russia ... bridged differences between those in the US administration who favoured enlargement and those who were 
skeptical' (p. 113).It is apt characterisations like these that put Sloan's book above most others on NATO. Similar 
sound judgements can be found regarding NATO's controversial Kosovo air campaign in 1999, or the Libya operation 
in 2011. In each case, Sloan lays out the pros and cons, without the moralising tone that is characteristic of so many 
other publications."Regularly straddling both sides of the Atlantic as a sought-after lecturer, Sloan is keenly aware not 
only of the different security perceptions in North America and Europe, but also of the differences in the Allies' 
political cultures and national 
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