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Dr. King'slast year on Earth. On April 4, 1967, Dr. King gave a speech in NY C where he spoke out against the
Vietnam War. He spoke about the physical, financial and spiritual costs of the war. His speech turned many people
who were previously supportive of him against him: the media, some white liberals, President Johnson and even a
number of his own followers. This book describes the split between a number of black civil rights leaders over which
direction the movement(s) should go in. Focus on race? Povety? Anti-war? All three? Violence vs. non-violence? A
few of Dr. King's closest advisers disagreed with his public break from President Johnson's policies on the war: "why
alienate the President who helped push the civil rights act and the voting rights act through Congress afew years
earlier?'Dr. King's schedule over hisfinal year is partly driven by a sense of urgency of his cause and the occasional
feeling of impending doom. Mr. Smiley writes afew times of how Dr. King considered the potential of his own early
demise to his colleagues. Dr. King is constantly on the move, speaking at different events, meeting with leaders,
talking to groups of 6 or 24 or 50 people in burnt out cities, and trying to keep the civil rights movement united and on
acourse of non-violence. He goes back and forth through despair and needs to speak on the pulpit to lift himself out of
it. His concerns about the lack of jobs, poor education, awful working conditions for those that have jobs, poor health
care and substandard housing is alarming because all of thisissues still exist in the inner cities almost 50 years later.
Particular attention near the end of the book is paid to the sanitation workers' problems in Memphis and the pull that
the city had on Dr. King.Mr. Smiley isawriter, radio television personality who writes his own introduction to this
book. He talks about how he has devoured books on Dr. King and felt the need to tell the story of Dr. King's last year
and how he was viewed as a pariah by many of those that used to support him. The adoration is clear. Mr. Smiley
announces that he will refer to Dr. King throughout the book as "Doc," as most of his close friends did. The book is
heavy on quotes from Dr. King's speeches by does not use quotations from Dr. King's notes or letters, not from his
closest advisers. Mr. Smiley does use them as sources though, but he does not directly site them because (I believe) he
wants to keep the book fast paced. From a historical perspective, that bothers me alittle. It iswhy | consider this book
3.5 starsrather than 4.5 stars. Despite his adoration, Mr. Smiley does not gloss over Dr. King's affairs nor his self-
plagiarism in hisfinal book.19 of 21 people found the following review helpful. What a story! By Kindle 8 th
GenerationReally loved this book which is not only well written but tells a story that few knew. Here was a man who
in spite of his own acute depression and the hatred of nearly the entire nation Dr King never gave up his belief in
nonviolence. This story of Dr Kings last year on earth paints a picture of areal flesh and blood man and not the card
board saint we have created in our minds.Mr Smiley is to be congratulated for telling this story which portrays Dr
King as area person warts and al.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. The challenge to endureBy
Sherman HenryThis book highlights the test of leadership. It humanized the men and providesinsight that anyone
seeking to promote equality and uplift for humans will face challenges etc. Conversely, the pages demonstrate how
your call to battle May lead to being embattled with your own inner circle. Like Jesus struggled with his disciples and
trying to serve a charge greater than one self in aworld of competing interest. Dr. King encountered similar setbacks
trying to stay true to non violence and turning the other cheek. Great book for those interested in history, and present
challenges of moral civic leadership.

The New Y ork Times bestselling chronicle of the last twelve months of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'slifeThe real story
about Martin Luther King Jr.'sfinal year has been buried by time and revisionist history. In DEATH OF A KING,
bestselling author and award-winning broadcaster Tavis Smiley recounts the final 365 days of King's time on Earth,
revealing histribulations and trials-- denunciations by the press, rejection by the president, dismissal by the black
middle class, and assaults on his character. Smiley conducted new interviews with King's family and associates, but he
also wrote from a personal place, painting avivid, narrative portrait. Here is an exceptional glimpse into King's world--
adding both nuance and gravitas to his heroic legacy.

Winner of the Jessie Redmon Fauset Book Award "A reverential look at Martin Luther King Jr.'s last agonizing year
that does not disguise the flaws of asaint.... [A] poignant account of King's final struggle. An eloguent, emational
journey from darkness to light." ?Kirkus s' Tavis Smiley has captured not only the spirit of the movement, but the Spirit
of Martin Luther King, Jr. in hislast days. We didn't realize it but he knew he was on his way to Jerusalem, and as
much as we tried to deter him, he fought back."?Andrew Y oung, former United States Ambassador to the United
Nations and former Mayor of Atlanta'Death of aKing isafitting climax to a noble saga. It is here adequately told and
placed before history."?Reverend Gardner C. TaylorA "microscopically focused biography, which trades in both
weighty events and the everyday joys of family life." ?Time" Tavis Smiley has brought forward in his book Death of a
King an accounting of the last year Dr. King was physically with us -- an accounting very much needed. Tavis
rightfully emphasizes the error it isto continually emphasize his martyrdom mostly with no mention of the great work
he did. Tavis's book helps people focus on his work and the spirit with which he worked." ?Dorothy F. Cotton,
Education Director for SCLC, the organization led by Dr. King"Tavis Smiley illuminates the passion and struggle of
Martin Luther King Jr.'slast 365 days." ?AARP's Editors Picks'One of the most important political voices of his
generation."?The Philadelphia Inquirer" A dramatic retelling of King'sfinal and pivotal year."?Leonard Gill, Memphis



Flyer"Death of aKing paints a portrait of aleader and visionary in arevealing and dramatic chronicle of the 12
months leading up to King's assassination."?Nicole M. Robertson, The Oakland Press'Smiley also serves as the reader
for the audio, afactor that gives another level of personalization to the aready gripping narrative. In the introduction,
Smiley remembers how when he was growing up, he recited the speeches of Dr. King in order to "find his own voice."
And what avoiceitis. Smiley's narration is smooth, measured, and backed by arich, authoritative tone that truly adds
another level of sentimentality and familiarity to the audio. Recommended for history buffs and those interested
particularly in Dr. King."?Brian Odom, Booklist"A must-read.... ... King feelslike area personinstead of alarger-
than-life caricature." ?Kelvin Wade, Daily RepublicAbout the AuthorTavis Smiley is the host and managing editor of
Tavis Smiley on PBS and The Tavis Smiley Show from Public Radio International (PRI). He isthe author of eighteen
books, including My Journey with Maya. Smiley livesin Los Angeles.



