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David Satter : Darkness at Dawn: The Rise of the Russian Criminal State  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Darkness at Dawn: The Rise of the Russian Criminal State: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Tells it like it isBy JohnI like when authors tell the truth about what 
has happened in Russia since the breakup of the Soviet Union. David Satter was probably frustrated that his old 
employer, The Financial Times, watered down all the news about Russia to make things seem less bad.The chapter on 
Ryazan is particularly good and enlightens the reader about how scary the Russian government really is.Now in 2011, 
this book from 2003 is still entirely relevant because Russia is still controlled by the same crooks. None of the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300098928


problems have been addressed, and many Westerners continue to abet this government.Free copies of Darkness at 
Dawn should be given out to all these folks at the IMF, World Bank, EBRD, etc.John Christmas, author of 
"Democracy Society"0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a bit dated, but a searing description of the 
...By daniel berga bit dated, but a searing description of the consequences for average Russian citizens who find 
themselves in an authoritarian kleptocracy; what happens when the electricity goes off in the hospital; when teachers 
aren't paid for months; when the government blows up apartment buildings of average citizens at night while they are 
sleeping.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Abdulmuhsen S Al MeshaanVery informative 
book on the level of corruption in the name of economic and political reforms

Anticipating a new dawn of freedom and democracy after the disintegration of the Soviet Union, Russians could 
hardly have foreseen the reality of their future a decade later: a country desperately impoverished and controlled at 
every level by criminals. This is the story of the 1990s reform period in Russia through the experiences of individual 
citizens. Recounting in detail the development of a new era of oppression, journalist David Satter conveys the 
staggering nature of the changes that have swept Russian life, society and ways of thinking. Through the stories of 
people at all levels of Russian society, Satter describes fraudulent investment schemes, massive corruption, and the 
intrusion of organized crime everywhere. With insights derived from more than 20 years of writing and reporting on 
Russia, Satter considers why the individual human being there has historically counted for so little. He also offers an 
analysis of how Russia's post-Soviet fate was decided when a new morality failed to fill the vast moral vacuum that 
communism left in its wake.

".... [A] humane and articulate attempt to record the consciousness of ordinary Russians waking up to an 
unrecognizable historical reality." -- Raymond Asquith, The Spectator (U.K)".... [V]ivid, impeccably researched and 
truly frightening." -- Martin Sieff, United Press International/Washington Times"Satter has.... a reporter's eye for vivid 
detail and a novelist's ability to capture emotion." -- Robert Legvold, Foreign Affairs"This brave engaging book 
should be required reading for anyone interested in the post-Soviet state." -- NewsweekDavid Satter must be 
commended for saying what a great many people only dare to think." -- Matthew Brzezinski, The Toronto Globe and 
Mail[Satter]. . . .describes, more compellingly than any abstract theorist could, the consequences of nominal freedom 
without rule of law. -- Michael Potemra, National From the PublisherAlso Available by David Satter: Age of 
DeliriumFrom the Inside Flap".... [D]escribes more compellingly than any abstract theorist could the consequences of 
nominal freedom without the rule of law." - Michael Potemra, National "If policy makers wish to avoid getting another 
Russian rake in the face, they should read Darkness at Dawn." - Sean McMeekin, The Weekly Standard 


