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Riggins R. Earl : Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs: 
God, Self, And Community In The Slave Mind: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read!By MUSIC LOVERDr. Riggins Earl is a master who 
shares with us some of his best work.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The point of view this book is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1572332174


frozen in christian ...By Gary OrmsbyThe point of view this book is frozen in christian dogma and world view thus 
unable to objectively observe, and critically analyze African spiritual thought and it's metamorphism and appearance 
in the African American church and culture.

In Dark Symbols, Obscure Signs, Riggins R. Earl Jr. investigates how slave owners intentionally manipulated 
Christianity as they passed it on to slaves and demonstrates how slaves successfully challenged that distorted 
interpretation. Analyzing slaves’ response to Christianity as expressed in testimonies, songs, stories, and sermons, Earl 
reveals the conversion experience as the initial step toward an autonomy that defied white control. Contrary to what 
their white owners expected or desired, enslaved African Americans found in Christianity a life-affirming identity and 
strong sense of community.Slave owners believed Christianity would instill docility and obedience, but the slaves 
discovered in the Bible a different message, sharing among themselves the “dark symbols and obscure signs” that 
escaped the notice of their captors. Finding a sense of liberation rather than submission in their conversion experience, 
slaves discovered their own self-worth and their values as children of God.Originally published in 1993, Dark 
Symbols, Obscure Signs traces the legacy of slaves’ embrace of Christianity both during and after the slavery era. In a 
new introduction, the author places the book within the context of contemporary scholarship on the roots of the 
African American cultural experience. He argues that any interpretation of this experience must begin with a 
foundational study of the theological and ethical constructs that have shaped the way blacks understand themselves in 
relationship to God, their oppressors, and each other.The Author: Riggins R. Earl Jr. teaches at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center in Atlanta.
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