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Randolph W. Kirkland Jr. : Dark Hours: South Carolina Soldiers, Sailors, and Citizens Who Were Held in 
Federal Prisons during the War for Southern Independence, 1861–1865  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Dark Hours: South Carolina Soldiers, Sailors, and Citizens 
Who Were Held in Federal Prisons during the War for Southern Independence, 1861–1865: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A classic history referenceBy Jean CooperThe three reference books 
by Randolph W. Kirkland are unique and valuable to the researcher. I'd been looking for a copy of each volume for 
years (and I was even willing to pay the $300-$350 that each is valued at, if necessary). Luckily, I discovered that the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=161117144X


first two volumes are now available in a reprint edition, and snapped them up! Now, I'm just waiting for the third one.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thanks for the wonderful that I have been looking for and at a ...By 
Theresa PittmanThanks for the wonderful that I have been looking for and at a great price. It helps so much with my 
Confederate geneology.

First published in 2002 by the South Carolina Historical Society, Dark Hours was the second of two landmark Civil 
War research projects carried out by Randolph W. Kirkland, Jr. The companion volume on South Carolinians killed in 
military service, Broken Fortunes, was published in 1995. Highly prized by collectors and historians, both of 
Kirkland's monumental projects have now been restored to print as Civil War Sesquicentennial Editions by the 
University of South Carolina Press. Representing more than fifteen years of research drawn from some two hundred 
different sources, Kirkland's Dark Hours is a compendium of the 11,238 South Carolinians held in captivity as a result 
of their service to the Confederacy. Kirkland's list includes the individuals' names, ranks, units, where and when they 
were captured, where they were held, when they were moved, their final dispositions, and sources to assist researchers. 
This volume is the most complete record ever published of South Carolinians held in Union captivity during the Civil 
War. In his introduction Kirkland provides meticulous details and background information to the circumstances, 
implications, and nuances of the federal prison system during the war. He also includes appendixes outlining source 
codes and abbreviations for place names and ranks along with extracts from official documents concerning prisoners 
of war.

From the Inside FlapA compilation of South Carolinians who were held in captivity during the Civil WarAbout the 
AuthorAn established researcher of South Carolina Civil War military service, Randolph W. Kirkland, Jr., is the great-
grandson of Judge T. J. Withers, a member of the 1860 Secession Convention. 


