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Holger Eckhertz : D DAY Through German Eyes - The Hidden Story of June 6th 1944  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised D DAY Through German Eyes - The Hidden 
Story of June 6th 1944: 

40 of 41 people found the following review helpful. The most fascinating first person account book you'll EVER read 
about - and by - the German soldier in Normandy in 1944By John ClaytonAs a longtime travel journalist, and 
someone who was born in London back in the days when Great Britain was fighting for her life (WW2!) and because 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1539586391


I've always been, well, "mesmerized" by various aspects of the Nazi "military machine," I found this unique, 
intriguing, fascinating book totally awesome. I have countless books about WW2, and almost 98% of them are written 
from the British, American and Canadian point of view. Few are written about the German/Nazi view. To have a book 
like this in one's collection is a goldmine. The fact that these ARE first hand, unvarnished words from soldiers who 
were ACTUALLY there, is priceless. A cliché phrase for sure, but this riveting book is a "page turner." I read it cover 
to cover in 3 days. As it encompasses mostly the events in Normandy, it was for me as mesmerizing as a flickering 
neon sign, because as a journalist I've been to Normandy 5 times. There's another aspect to this brilliant book that 
makes it even more compelling - the words and thoughts comes from military men TEN years AFTER the event. Why 
is that important? Well, it gives the person relating his experiences, 10 years to think about and in many cases 
VIVIDLY remember, how awful, terrible and beyond comprehension, the fight was. How "mentally disturbing" it is to 
come face-to-face with the enemy, and know it is either you or him. Even if you are not interested in WW2, and even 
if you don't like the German military of that era, this is still a "Must Buy" book as it provides an absolutely fascinating 
insight into how human beings face being in combat. I wish there were many more books like this. My photo shows 
French schoolchildren visiting the famous Pointe du Hoc - June, 20041 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Some days life's a beach! :)By Flyover ScribeAn interesting concept and apparently well researched. Did like 
the construction of focusing on the individual beaches. As time passes, we can be more objective and less judgemental 
about the generations previous.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Very detailed accountBy 
oregonbullyFrom the German soldiers' perspectives ... hearing the pre-invasion drone of Allied airplanes, seeing the 
armada at the break off dawn, enduring the heavy pounding from the battleships ... relentless.

This new paperback edition contains Book One and Book Two of this series, revealing the hidden side of D Day 
which has fascinated readers around the world.Almost all accounts of D Day are told from the Allied perspective. But 
what was it like to be a German soldier in the bunkers of the Normandy coast, facing the onslaught of the mightiest 
invasion in history? What motivated the German defenders, what were their thought processes - and how did they fight 
from one strong point to another, among the dunes and fields, on that first cataclysmic day?This book sheds 
fascinating light on these questions, bringing together statements made by German survivors after the war, when time 
had allowed them to reflect on their state of mind, their actions and their choices of June 6th.We see a perspective of D 
Day which deserves to be added to the historical record, in which ordinary German troops struggled to make sense of 
what was facing them, and emerged stunned at the weaponry and sheer determination of the Allied troops. Above all, 
we now have the unheard human voices of the individual German soldiers - the men who are so often portrayed as a 
faceless mass.

About the Author'D Day Through German Eyes' presents the transcripts of interviews which my grandfather carried 
out with German veterans in 1954, on the tenth anniversary of D Day. These were German soldiers, engineers and 
Luftwaffe men who had experienced the opening hours of the Normandy beach landings, and they were able to recall 
those cataclysmic events in detail. My grandfather had been a German propaganda journalist in 1944, and had visited 
the Atlantic Wall under construction. He was also a veteran of the German Army in World War One, and so his 
background enabled him to build a strong rapport with the interviewees, many of whom had not spoken of their 
experiences even with their own families. The result is a series of interviews which reveal not only the desperate 
reactions of German soldiers to the Allied onslaught, but also the surprising mix of motivations which drove them. 


