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Harold Baumgarten : D-Day Survivor: An Autobiography  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised D-Day Survivor: An Autobiography: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. He's articulate and intelligent and conveys the absolute terror and 
chaos of landing ...By Shenandoah AndyOutstanding book by the late Dr. Baumgarten. He's articulate and intelligent 
and conveys the absolute terror and chaos of landing on Omaha Beach with clarity. He went on to live a meaningful 
life, something he reminds us that many of his comrades did not have the opportunity to do.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. it was refreshing to read about the real heros of our nation and the terrible sacrafices they 
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made so that we could enjoy our ..By Jerrold M. BlountAfter reading this book, it was refreshing to read about the real 
heros of our nation and the terrible sacrafices they made so that we could enjoy our freedom. I was born in 1947 and 
remember seeing the medals and souvineers my uncles brought back from the war. However the stories of their deeds 
were hidden deep within them and went untold. I have always admired their courage and sacrafice. This wonderful 
book tells the story real heros.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Thirty hours in hellBy Toe TagThis 
book lingered on my shelf for quite some time before I read it. What a shame. It turned out to be a magnificent 
read.The author has made history a passion, and this is the type of work, that feeds that passion in others.However, this 
isn't really a book about D-Day or the war. It is the story of a man who feels it is his destiny to keep alive the memory 
of his fallen comrades and the importance of what happened on a single stretch of French beach in 1944.In fact, only a 
small portion of the book is dedicated to the actual battle. But I won't ruin the surprise for you. However, this book has 
the best description of Omaha beach anyone could ask for. It was truly amazing to read a first hand account of what 
happened there.In reading this book you will understand the author saw enough combat in 30 hours for a life time. If 
you get a chance to stand on his beach, then you'll gasp in amazement of his courage and that of his colleagues.I found 
this book to be an excellent read. It achieves the author's goals very easily and makes for a wonderful story. And much 
to my surprise, it turns out, that the author and I have lived in similar regions of Florida. An even greater surprise 
occurred when looking at my photos of the 60th anniversary of D-Day...and realized I had taken his picture at the 
American cemetery.My only regret in reading this book was finding out this week that I was 10 feet from him in 
2004...and I didn't shake his hand. But at least I know, I've stood in the presence of a real American hero. In all 
seriousness, I am here today because he was there. He and his comrades liberated my mother's home.One day...I'd like 
to buy him a Scotch and shake his hand.

A member of the 116th Infantry Regiment of the 29th Infantry Division, veteran Harold "Hal" Baumgarten gives his 
firsthand account of the June 6, 1944, landing on Dog Green sector of Omaha Beach. A multidecorated hero, 
Baumgarten was wounded five times before being evacuated. In 1991, he served as a consultant for the filming of the 
WWII movie Saving Private Ryan.

From the Author"There was no way to anticipate the horrors of the holocaust that awaited us on the Dog Green 
Sector." --Dr. Harold BaumgartenFrom the Inside Flap"He is the real thing; I am just an actor."--Tom Hanks, actor 
Remarks regarding Dr. Harold Baumgarten Opening of National World War II Museum, New Orleans "His story is 
amazing."--Dr. Stephen Ambrose, author and historian"Dr. Harold Baumgarten is a national treasure. Besides 
possessing a photographic memory, he has the ability to rise above truly painful recollections and personal loss to 
record a story that few others at Bloody Omaha are even able to discuss."--Paul DeGaeta, reporter, Sarasota Herald-
Tribune(Front flap)On the morning of June 6, 1944, Dr. Harold Baumgarten landed in front of the Vierville draw at 
the Dog Green sector of Omaha Beach along with the 116th Infantry Regiment/29th Infantry Division. During one of 
the most famous battles ever fought by U.S. armed forces, Baumgarten was wounded five times in a thirty-two-hour 
period and barely survived. Any one of the pieces of shrapnel or bullets could have killed him; however, fierce 
tenacity to keep pushing ahead finally got him off that beach. Baumgarten believes that his life was spared so that he 
could give a face to the brave young Americans who lost their lives that day. Determined to make his autobiography a 
testament to these men who gave this nation their ultimate sacrifice, Baumgarten ensures that the buddies he left lying 
face down on the bloody sands of Omaha Beach will never be forgotten. (Back flap)After the war, the multidecorated 
veteran received a bachelor's degree from New York University and a master's and medical doctorate from the 
University of Miami. Dr. Baumgarten is a renowned speaker and internationally recognized historian who has written 
several books on D-Day and whose story has been featured in nearly forty other books on the D-Day invasion. Articles 
in People, U.S. News and World Report, USA Today, and various newspapers and magazines throughout the United 
States have referenced Dr. Baumgarten's experience. He was featured on National Public Radio's Morning Edition, 
interviewed by Tom Brokaw on NBC, and has made countless television appearances on CNN, CBS, the History 
Channel, and throughout France, Austria, and Germany. Dr. Baumgarten was a guest speaker at the opening of the 
National World War II Museum in New Orleans in June 2000. On December 5, 2005, he was awarded a Special 
Certificate of Congressional Recognition for his service in World War II, and on July 15, 2005, he received the Knight 
of the French Legion of Honor, France's highest award, bestowed by Pres. Jacques Chirac.From the Back Cover"There 
was no way to anticipate the horrors of the holocaust that awaited us on the Dog Green sector." --Dr. Harold 
BaumgartenJust as it was portrayed in the major motion pictures The Longest Day and Saving Private Ryan, the Dog 
Green sector of Omaha Beach was the smallest but most heavily defended part of Normandy Beach, only nine hundred 
yards long by three hundred yards wide at low tide. Considered an impregnable Atlantic wall, Omaha Beach was 
fortified by concrete walls, landmines, a twenty-five-foot seawall topped with mines and barbed wire, and a one-
hundred-foot bluff. It was the bravery and heroism of the 116th Infantry that made subsequent landings of the Twenty-
ninth Division possible. In the face of heavy fire and despite suffering the loss of eight hundred men and officers, the 
116th Infantry overcame beach obstacles, took the enemy-defended positions along the beach and cliffs, pushed 



through the mined area under heavy fire, and continued inshore to successfully accomplish their objective.Dr. Harold 
Baumgarten, a multidecorated survivor, gives his eyewitness account of the first wave landing of the 116th Infantry on 
D-Day, June 6, 1944. As the spokesperson for soldiers who perished on the sand and bloody red waters of the Dog 
Green sector of Omaha Beach, Baumgarten feels it is his mission to make sure these men are never forgotten. 


