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Raobert M. Utley : Custer: Cavalier in Buckskin before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Custer: Cavalier in Buckskin:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A simply outstanding account of a controversial personality in
American history.By I. C. SmithGeorge Armstrong Custer is one of those very enigmatic historical characters whose
death took on alarger than life profile. He was vain, he was combative, he was courageous, he was colorful, he was
petty, he was....well, you get the idea. Robert Utley's book, "Custer: Cavalier in Buckskin" is easily the single best
account of Custer I've ever read. It traces hislife from childhood to his still much debated death at the Little Big Horn.
When one looks at his record, for instance, at West Point, one wonders how he even managed to graduate, much less
become the youngest general in the Civil War. His Civil War cavalry exploits are fascinating. Time and again, he
displayed the personality of the true warrior as he led from the front, not sitting on some nearby hillside ordering
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others to charge Confederate defenses. He seemed impervious to injury. But he also played the palitics of the time and
his rise in the ranks of the post-Civil War Army was due in no small part to his political connections. If one has a
desireto learn more about Custer, indeed, the U.S. Army in the Civil War and post Civil War period leading up to the
Indian Wars, then Utley's outstanding book is the best source available.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Buy It for What It IsBy kim harrisThis is a coffee table book (2001).The text in this large-format book can
also be found in Utley's first edition book ofthe same name Cavalier in Buckskin (1988) Cavalier in Buckskin. The
text in this newer book has been revised so it's not word-for-word compared to the first edtion of Cavalier In Buckskin.
The "coffee table" version was published 13 years after the first addition hardcover. What you get in the original isa
biography of Custer with a modest amount of maps (8) and an ample number of illustrations (46). Read my review of
this very good Custer biography by clicking on the hyperlink above. Read on to find out what else you get in the "big"
book.Ok what is different about the large-format book compared to the first edition hardback? Two things: (1) Itisa
large book measuring 10 x 13 x 1/2 inches and (2) there are many more photographs in fact over 200 photographs and
paintings many in color in this most recent edition published in 2001.The text has also been updated relative to the
original book. So you get an updated biography about Custer and 5 times the number of photographs etc. Isit worth it?
| believe so. Y ou get Utley's latest thoughts about how the Last Stand may have played out as well as other 8 chapters
asin the 1988 original devoted to all aspects of Custer's life from his days at West Point and fighting in the Civil War
to hisdays as an Indian fighter. In addition you get all the photographs, paintings and maps. Every page has at |east
one photograph etc.They average 2 apage. As Tony the Tiger would say, "They're Great!" Not so great iswhat
happened when | first opened the book.The spine split from top to bottom down the inside. | was sick. Be careful! Get
this book for the photographs and other reproductions of memorabilia associated with Custer and the Last Stand. Asa
bonus you get Utley's well written biography of Custer. If you are primarily interested in reading Utley's excellent
biography of Custer get the original version published by the University of Oklahoma Pressin 1988. It won't cost you
as much and you will also save money because you don't have to buy a coffee table. Y ou do know what a coffee table
is, don't you?0 of O people found the following review helpful. Buy it you want information on Custer's life.By John
H. ProctorExcellent book about Custer and the pictures are tremendous. Good detailed summary of the Battle of Little
Big Horn

George Armstrong Custer. The name evokes instant recognition among Americans and people around the world. No
figure in the history of the American West has more powerfully moved the human imagination. This new, lavishly
illustrated book combines over 300 photographs and paintings, many in color, with arevised edition of Robert M.
Utley’ s classic hiography, Cavalier in Buckskin.Drawing on twelve years of additional research on Sitting Bull and the
Battle of the Little Bighorn, Utley has dramatically changed his original interpretations of Custer’s Last Stand in this
revised edition, and has brought the reference list completely up to date for the benefit of students, scholars, and
western history buffs.Bringing to life vivid images of the western military frontier, Custer presents George Armstrong
Custer, the man and the legend, and illuminates the challenges he faced in warfare with the Indians of the Great Plains.

About the AuthorRabert M. Utley, former Chief Historian and Assistant Director of the National Park Service, isthe
author of many books and articles on the West. Cavalier in Buckskin, also published by the University of Oklahoma
Press, won the 1989 Western Heritage Wrangler Award for Outstanding Nonfiction Book and was a Book-of-the-
Month Club and History Book Club selection. Since his retirement from the federal government, he has devoted
himself full timeto historical research and writing.



